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BLOC CONFERS ON U.S. FOREIGN POLICY AT POLITICAL COLLEGE 


Budapest A POLITIKAI FOISKOLA EOZLEMENYEI in Hungarian No 2, 1979 pp 94-104 


[Article by Laszlo Pinter: "Discussions—-International Conference on the 
Foreign Policy of the Vaited States") 





[Text] Between the 6th and 7th of February, 1979, the Department of In- 
ternational Politics of the MSZMP Political College held an international 
scientific conference, entitled "The Foreign Policy of the USA". The par- 
ticipants at the conference included the representatives of seven socialist 
countries and of the "Peace and Socialism"!, experts from the various work- 
shops of domestic US research, teachers from the county educational direc- 
torates, the heads and teachers and those students of the College majoring 
in international politics, who are now completing their 6th semester of 


study. 


Representing and speaking on behalf of the MSZMP Central Committee at the 
conference was Janos Berecz2, head of the Department of International Re- 
lations. 


The conference aimed to achieve several goals at the same time. One of 
these goals was, first of all, to ensure that, through a thorough analysis 
of the main characteristics of today's American foreign policy and through 
@ more distinctive revelation of its class determinedness, this conference 
contribute to improving the standard of instruction. One of the important 
tasks of the conference was to help further the deepening of ideological 
cooperation among the appropriate organs of the fraternal parties. Making 
known the results of the participants’ research and the exchanging of ideas 
promotes a better understanding of one another's points of view and the 
generalization of common experiences. 


The focus of the conference centered primarily on the driving force behind 
American foreign policy and on the constant and variable elemente--first 
of all the imperialist interests and aims of monopoly capital-—-of its class 

. There was a lively exchange of ideas concerning the expansion- 
ist end anti-communist aims of the strategy and tactics of American for- 
eign policy and the ideological concepts cited to confirm those aims. 
Special emphasis was given to the examination of the subject of Soviet-Ameri- 
can relations which play a decisive role from the point of view of interna- 
tional relations as a whole. 











The participants attended plenary sessions to discuss those aspects of Ameri- 
can foreign policy which are of universal concern. Subsequently, they ana- 
lyzed US foreign policy, breaking it down into three subject categories: 

as directed towards the socialist world, the developing world and Western 
Europe. The reports prepared based on the work accomplished in these sec- 
tions were discussed at the final plenary session. 


In his opening address the president of the college, Jozsef Szabo, pointed 
out to the conference that today, faced with an increase in the contradic- 
tory and one-sided advantage seeking moves on the part of American foreign 
policy, it is especially vital for college instructors and researchers of 
the fraternal parties tc exchange the results of their research conducted 
in this subject area anu to share their educational experiences. By doing 
so they promote the furtaer development of scientific and educational work, 
and at the same time enhance the realization of cooperation among the fra- 
ternal parties as agreed upon in the area of foreign policy and ideology. 


The work of the plenary session was opened by Gyorgy Szanto, head of the De- 
partment of International Politics, who laid down the goals and tasks-- 

of the conference mentioned above. Following this, Laszlo Pinter gave an 
introductory presentation in which he examined the way American imperialism 
has reacted to the changing balance of power which has tipped unfavorably 
s@ainst i:e interests. (The erticle written »ased on this presentation will 
be publiehed in our next issue.) 


At the plenary session several reports dealt with questions which concerned 
American foreign policy as a whole. 


In his presentation analyzing the interrelationship between Soviet-American 
relations and the relaxation of international tensions, V. V. Aleksandrov 
started out from the premise that Soviet-American relations have a special 
place in the system of international relations. The shaping of relations 
between the two, politically and militarily strongest powers of the two 
world systems has a vital bearing upon the future of international peace. 
The normalization of relations and the avoidance of a military conflict, 
which would mean a world war, is the duty of both sides, therefore it is a 
misrepresentation of the facts which reduces this interrelationship to the 
level of bilateral relations, or which would like to play down its impor- 
tance within the system of international priorities. 


The periods in the evolution of Soviet-American relations are marked by 
the following dates: 1917-1933, 1933-1945, 1946-1970. The new period, 
starting with the early 1970's, which by and large was characterized by 
normalization and a relaxation of tensions, was the result of the fact that 
the American ruling circles were forced, under the pressure of internal and 
external factors, to reevaluate their cold war policy. The Soviet Union 
had not been pressing for normalization out of weakness. The first half 

of the new period was hall-marked by more than sixty agreements: relations 
between the two countries were given a solid political and legal basis 











and the danger of an outbreak of nuclear war was reduced. During the sec- 
ond half of the period American opponents of the relaxation of tensions 
launched a frontal attack (which was also an important motive behind the 
discrediting of Nixon, leading to a standstill in Soviet-American relations, 
and after Carter entered the scene, to a freezing and deterioration of 
those ties. 


rhe future will depend on wehther the proponents or the opponents of relaxa- 
tion will gain the upper hand in the US. The relations between the two 
countries have, from the outset, been characterized by a simultaneous pres- 
ence of tendencies towards normalization and towards the straining of re- 
lations. Looking at it in historical retrospect we find that, due to ob- 
jective factors, the tendency towards normalization ha« become stronger, 
and this can be illustrated by an ascending curve drawn through the points 
of regression. Ups and downs can be expected in the future as well. On 
its part the Soviet Union is striving for cooperation in the area of bi- 
lateral relations between the two countries and for concerted action with 
the US in international matters, and to accomplish this it hopes at least 
to arrive at a balanced understanding with its partner regarding the con- 
cept of relaxation of tensions is the question of disarmament. The Soviet 
Union will not abandon its solidarity with revolutionary liberation move- 
ments. International conflicts must be settled peacefully. The difference 
between the socio-economic systems of the US and the Soviet Union has led 
to different assessments on their part of the just popular struggles which 
have evolved in the course of local conflicts. The American support pro- 
vided to reactionary forces has given rise to firm Soviet disapprowil. 


The “China card” in the hands of the US is being used as an anti-Soviet 
tool. Any attempt to play this card will lead to a deterioration of So- 
viet-American relations. 


The examination of the role of Soviet-American relations in today's inter- 
national events was also the subject of M. Hrbek's presentation. 


M. Gulchinsky discussed the motivating elements behind the various centers 
in charge of American foreign policy by examining them within the context 
of a system of factors which determine foreign policy. One such element 
is the concept which by emphasizing the requirements of military defense 
keeps referring to the national security interests of the US. This "de- 
fense-motivated” foreign policy perceives American national interest as 
one which includes not only the defense of the national boundaries but 
also the need to secure raw material imports and trade which are vital to 
the functioning of the American economy, and even the protection of the 
foreign operations and capital investments of American monopolies. The 
missile armaments race launched under the slogan of strengthening “defen- 
ses” has produced the opposite effect: the US has lost its privilege of 
territorial inerability. The contradiction which has arisen becween the 
main direction of its foreign policy and its actual national security in- 
terests has compelled the US to accept the relaxation of tensions, and this 
is manifested in the agreements which it arrived at with the Soviet Union. 











In the ideological justification of American foreign policy a peculiar role 
has been given tc the concept according to which the US has an international 
mission to fulfill and which sees the historical] destiny of the American 
nation as being the defender of freedom against communism. For a long 

time this concept enjoyed the support of the international bourgeocise, but 
as they have become more independent, the capitalist countries began to 
disassociate themselves from the various military adventures of the US. 

The soberly thinking circles in the US have come to feel compelled to tone 
down their anti-communist attacks. The ideological motivation concept 

has not been discarded and whenever their actual interests so demand it, 
they revert to using ideology for putting their goals in a more favorable 
light. The failure to echieve the declared foreign policy goals brought 

to life doctrines for helping to explain--what is more, to 4o so retro- 
actively--the mistakes which have been made by covering up the real rea- 
sons behind them. The cause hai to be shewn to stem from mistekes in the 
thinking of the leading centers, from erroneous situation judgments and 
from conscious distortions of facts. Such several times watered down ver- 
sions of criticism have helped to protect the ruling class as a whole. 


By analyzing the conceptual foundations of foreign policy doctrines, G. A. 
Trofimenko pointed out that the role of the ideological component has be- 
come increasingly important in American foreign policy, and that "govern- 
ment policy has become a vehicle of anti-communist ideology”. The national 
interests of the US, however,--as indicated, for example, by the experi- 
ences of the anti-fascist coalition--are not always and not in all cases 
identical with the ideology of anti-communism and anti-Sovietism. When 

its fundamental interests are at stake the US gives priority to those and 
tends to tone down its anti-communist rhetoric. In recent years the govern- 
ment has been more consciously using the tool of ideology in its foreign 
policy in carrying out several schemes at the same time. The presentation 
stressed three fundamental foreign policy concepts. The first of these is 
the already traditional concept of power politics, or the stressing of 
military power in foreign policy. Not counting its Korea and Vietnam-style 
interventions, between 1946-1975 the US has threatened to ure its military 
power on 215 occasions. Still it was forced to accept the iimitation of 
stragegic arms because its ruling circles admitted: in the area of stra- 
tegic armaments the US cannot surpass the Soviet Union, which is capable 

of neutralizing American power. The American leadership has not accepted 
strategic parity as being final. Even within the framework of SALT II 

it will attempt to make qualitative improvements in order to be able to 

use its military power at least as a means for helping to achieve its dip- 
lomatic objectives. The second concept is neocolonialism, the use of the 
non-military aspects of power, weaning primarily the economic might of the 
US, against the developing countries. In recent years American neocol onial- 
iem has suffere* a number of setbacks because, among other things, th: power 
of the socialist community has been able to neutralize ite gunboat diplo- 
macy. The third is geopolitics, the revitalization of power balance con- 
cepts or the creation of entire “balance systems". This is where the con-~ 
cept of trilateralism comes in which in the hope of eliminating the exist- 
ing capitalist antagoniesms wants, among other things, to open up the devel- 
oping world by agreeing to make significant concessions in order to se- 

cure sources of raw materiale and markets. 
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At the plenary sessions constructive debates developed around several of the 
issues discussed. 


On the subject of class interests as they determice American foreign pol- 
icy several of the speakers touched upon the role of the ailitary-industrial 
complex in the heightening of tensions. John Pittman called attention to 

a report adopted at the December 1978 CC session of the Communist Party of 
the United States, according to which there are people in the Pentagon who 
are working on preparing « first (nuclear) strike against the Soviet Union. 
They are calling for an open realignment of the economy according to the 
principle of “grvns instead of butter”. Others--without questioning the 
dangers of the arms race--are stressing the need for a differentiated ap- 
proach toward the military-industrial complex. Using the corrupt practices 
ancovered in the area of armament contracts, the bourgeois press has at- 
tributed more power to the military than it actually holds, presenting it, 
in an oversimplified manner, as being virtually without rival. In reality 
this is not the case. One half of the industrial concerns’ fixed assets, 
and almost two thirds of their circulating assets consist of government 
controlled resources. This is a new qualitative step in the development 

of state-monopoly capitalism. The interpenetrstion of military-industrial 
concerns with the state machinery can only be understood if viewed as be- 
ing a part of the total picture: every finance-capital component must be 
taken into account. The struggle between unity and conflict must be exa- 
mined in terms of their dialectic interrelationship at all leveis, and 
within every branch of the state-monopoly structure, for only this can 

help explain the inconsistencies and negative changes which have occured 

in the American policy of relaxation. The military-industrial complex-- 
which itself lacks unity--is only one of the factors which affect Americas 
foreign policy. Although the military-industrial complex does have a say 
in working out the possibility of a first strike, and its independent manceu- 
vres in that direction do present a danger, the making of a switch over to 
a first-strike policy does not depend exclusively on the military-industrial 
complex. 


The debate concluded that there is a qualitative difference between first- 
strike possibility and first-strike policy, for such a politicel decision 
on the part of the American leadership would run into barriers pc red by the 
objective situation. Similarly, demands defined under the term "guns in- 
stead of butter” are also restricted by internal and external conditions. 
At the same time when we explore the dangers behind the intensification of 
the arme race, we must aleo examine how we can broaden the realistically 
existing possibilities of preventing the outbreak of a world war. 


There was also a deba.e which developed in connection with the question of 
the strategic reality of trilateraliem. In trying to fccus in on the 
goals of this strategy tie reports based their approach partly on the 
joint decisions made by leading monopoly-capitaliat groups, and partly on 
the objective possibilities of implementing thea. 








The debate revealed that for years there has been a coordinating mechanis: 
-’ @peration at the top leadership level of the three centers of capital- 
18t world economy. Today trilaterialisa, the fundamental determinants of 
which are American policy, and economic and military potentia., has gone 
beyond the experimental stage: at the capitalist summits held since 1975 
genuine policy coordination has been hammered out and continue to be formed. 
Neither is there any indication that the sharp conflicts of interest, which 
continue to stand out parallel with cooperation, have resulted in an ero- 
sion of this trilateral cooperation. For example, in the summer of 1978 
Presicont “arter met with the members of the Trilateral Committee to dis- 
cuss the « »tious courses of action considered for the planned “China open- 
ing”. Av: i same time many of the remarks also pointed out that, in ac- 
cordance » {i's t=etr growing potentials, the main competitors of the US 
(FRG, Japan, etc.) are striving to become increasingly more independent. 

To insure ite ieading role, the US has been forced to grant concessicas 

to its partners to a greater extent than before. In his analysis of the 
factors influencing American foreign policy Mihaly Simai outlined the ef- 
fects of favorable and unfavorable phenowena on American diplomacy as veil 
as on world political events. M. Hemberger examined the mutual and con- 
flicting interests of the US a i the FRG in terms of the two countries’ ac- 
tivities in NATO, and produced a number of data to demonstrate that it re- 
quires a constantly increasing effort on the part of the US to preserve its 
earlier influence over the FRC. 


The debate ed to the formation of a common perception: trilaterali:m 
has become one of the most characteristic features of today's imperialist 
Strategy. While it is true that the imperialist collaoration has been 
strained by inevitable internal conflicts--if for no other reason, because 
the US continues to strive for supremacy over the other two centers~-the 
American-Western European-Japanese trilateral configuration does represent 
a dangerous unity of imperialist forces capable of concerted actions 
agairst the countries of socialism, the forces of social progress and 
agrinst those developing countries wiic have chosen the road of socialist 


development. 


The plenary session even gave rise to a separate debate centering around 

the so called Chinese factor in which, in addition to the planned reports, . 
the great majority of the speakers touchs4 upon China's role--by placing 

China's aggression against Vietnam in the forefront of the discussion-- 

within the international strategy of imperialism. Barna Talas presented 

an in depth analysis of the causes behind the change of direction in China's 
foreign policy, and conclusively showed that it was by counting on these 

very chatiges to occur that the imperialists began to make greater use of 

the Chinese factor to carry out their plans. What we have today is a 

clear-cut coincidence between certain elements of the Uinese and imperial- 

ist global strategy. The report presented by Ch. Davaadas pointed out that 

the US has made use of the Chinese factor in both global and rezional-- \ 
primarily Asian--terms, and summarized the specific objectives of this 

strategy as follows: 1. to bring China over to its side at any cost in 








order to improve the balance of power; 2. to force the Soviet Union and 
its allies to increase their militery spending; 3. to use its Chinese 
ally for smashing the revolutionary forces of Asia, Afr ca and Latin Amer- 
ica; 4. to use its China policy for generally discred.ting the ideals 

of socialism; 5. to split the socialist countries. 


The main conclusion drawn from the debate and the reports was that the 
coincidence between Chinese and American interests is of a temporary ne- 
ture. In the long run Chins is striving to attain its own hegemony and 
does not want to become a permanent part of American global strategy. ihe 
rapprochement will last only as long as China does not threaten American 
interests in the Asian sphere. Presently, however, the US, viewing the 
poceibility of a future Chinese threat as the lesser of two evils, is striv- 
ing to create a geopolitical asymmetry in the region which would be favor- 
able to its own interests. 


In Section 1 the analysis centered on the subject of Ame: cen ‘oreign policy 
as directed against the main revolutionszy force, the so: ‘alist community. 


The debate explored the factors which characterize the perceptions of US 
governmental circles regarding the internal processes of the socialist com- 
munity and the foreign policy of the Soviet Union, by ‘dentifying both the 
realistic elements and the fabrications present in the American judgment. 
N. V. Zaglacin dealt with that branch of American Sovietology which has 
come to “specialize” in the falsification of Soviet foreign po’icy. In 
his analysis he found that as one of the results of the relaxaiion of ten- 
sion: Sovietology--which is an organic part of the academic-puiitical- 
ideological complex--has cortinued to disintegrate. Today it is precisely 
on the basis of their position regarding the question of relaxation that 
we are able to distinguish amony the present schools of Sovfetology. The 
conservative school rejects the idea of relaxation, viewing it as the pro- 
duct of a temporary power parity. The modernist school seems to view relaxa- 
tion as a source of new possibilities for realizing old imperialist objec- 
tives, and to hope that the Soviet Union will abandon ite solidarity with 
the struggle carried on by the forces of the revolutionary process. Al- 
though the pragmatic school is also unwilling to give up its anti-communist 
stand, it has a more rational perception of the changes that have occurred 
in the balance of power, and is attempting to prevent further damage to the 
American position by way of negotiacions. Sovietology as a whole is fec- 
ing a serious crisis which stem: from failures resulting from becoming con- 
frorced with reality. 


A debate developed regarding the interrelationship betveen the areas and 
means of the class struggle fought on the international level between the 
two systems. Several of the speakers pointed out that the various areas-- 
the political, military, ec: momic and ideological means--of this strug- 
gle are inseparable from one another, and can only be defined in terms of 
their interrelationship to the others. It would be useless, for example, 
to concentrete on the military factor and to analyze it separately from 
the others. Military preparacions continue to go on, but when making a 








political decision more responsible American circles have no choice but to 
take into account the existing realities. Finally the debate ied to the 
adoption of the uniform view that the economic, ideological, political and 
cultural means all have their own sigrificant role. Although military power 
is one of the most important factors, the struggle is being fought simul- 
taneously in all areas which happens to be one of the import~nt require- 
ments for reducing the role of the military factor. 


Giving the question the attention it deserves, a large segment of this sec- 
tion was dedicated to discussing what socialist actions should be taken 
to counter American foreign policy. The participants stressed--in addi- 
tion to the need to insure a strong military capability--the importance of 
the socialist countries’ economic development-related tasks, and examined 
the forseeable tendencies cf economic development and their international 
implications. It is through the intensification of the arms race that the 
ee are trying to undermine the growth of the socialist economy. 
wever, by now the historically proven advantages of the socialist system 
vide an important guarrnotee for overcoming these difficulties. 


Several of the speakers discussed the objective tendencies which can be 
observed in the development of the socialist countries and the strengthen- 
ing of cooperation among them. At the same time they also assessed those 
phenomena which presently hinder the further development of cooperation. 
They stressed that a joint stand based on coordinated policy and aimed at 

a common goal, and well-synchronized independent actions on the part of the 
individual countries both play a vitally important role in the foreign 
policy activities of the countries within the socialist community. This is 
an imperative necessity; it expreeses the unity of the socialist countries 
national and international interests. The existence of a well-coordinated 
and synchronized policy among the socialist countries has become especially 
important in light of the fact that while primarily pursuing a coordinated 
policy toward the socialist world, the US, as the leading country of inm- 
perialism, is at the same time also trying to assert its own separate im- 
perialist interests. The fundamental guarantee for guarding against this 
is a coordinated foreign policy on the part of the socialist community. 





The debate also touched upon the existing problems in the bilateral rela- 
tions between the countries of the two world systems, as well as on the 
theoretical and practical <uestions behind them. The speakers examined in 
greater detail the peculiar features of the imperialist objectives and 
discussed the main characteristics of the actions adopted by the socialist 
countries and their community for countering them. The speakers also 
dwelled at length on discussing a 7 September, 1978 report by W. H. Luers, 
American Deputy Secretary of State for European Affairs, presented before 
the American legislature, which was made public by the State Department. 
They found that in its Eastern European policy the US has maintained the 
continuity of its earlier line, in which the necessity of taking into ac- 
count the existing realities and the objective to loosen the unity and to 
hinder the strengthening of ties among the socialist countries are simul- 
taneously present. 














In Section 2 the debate centered around the question US general and regional 
policy as directed toward the various regions of the developing world. 


In this section everybody agreed that the strategic objectives cf the Uni- 
ted States in thes: regions are of a permanent character aimed at maintain- 
ing and stabilizing imperialist, including, US positions, and consequently, 
especially since the 1960's, at blocking socially progressive processes 
which run counter to the direction of capitalist development. Simultane- 
ously, new tactical elements have been added to this strategy. The policy 
of the US toward this region has, since the 1960's, become increasingly 

a part of its global strategy, and thus has become more selective. On the 
one hand, it is applying more flexible methods which are better suited to 
varying conditions, and on the other, it has continued to include--and 
where it has deemed it necessar; to do so has even escalated--the use of 
military force which used to predominate earlier. The defeat in Vietnam 
has seriously weakened US positions in the developing countries, therefore 
in order to attain its unchanged objectives it has been forced to search 
for alternative methoas. 


A part of these tactical changes have indeed meant a return to the reform 
policy which Kennedy had called for, but which have never been put into 
effect, while another part of them can be considered new elements. Among 
the latter we find the establishment of a division of labor among the in- 
perialist partners, as well as attempts (by the US) to win, in addition to 
those developing countries which it had succeeded in winning over earlier, 
the cooperation of new ones through the formation of partner relationships. 
The cooperation between the US and China, which is based on anti-Soviet 
and anti-socialist foundations, is a new, dangerous, although by no means 
contradiction-free feature of this new tactic. 


We can include among these methods the use of internal subversion against 
international and national anti-imperialist movements operating in the 
developing countries. (V. Chizhovich), which has replaced the earlier use 
of outside pressure. The broadening of cooperation with the local bourge- 
oise based on common class interests is aimed at holding back social pro- 
gress either through constitutional or openly reactionary and even fascistic 
means, without the United States openly taking part in this. This latter 
tactic has severely limited the local bourgeoise's anti-imperialist poten- 
tials, especially in Latin America where at the same time it has not ruled 
out speaking out against the United States on matters of detail (1. e. 
Brazil). As an example for demonstrating the adjusiment of US tactics to 
these regions we could point to the two different methods employed in in- 
terfering in the developments of Southern Africa: "“bridge-building”, and 
simultaneously, attempts to isolate and contain countries with a socialist 
orientation (G. I. Mikhailov). In the Near East conflict the US has under- 
taken the role of "peacemaker", advocating a position which reflects its 
own interests and thus is not acceptable to either side, and which, there- 
fore, cannot bring about real and lasting results. 











Although in trying to protect its economic positions the US does not ac- 
cept the developing countries’ ambitions to join the new economic order, 
neither does it openly reject them. but instead, in the interest of its 
monopolies, it is recommending the reformation of the old order. In this 
its policy differs from the more flexible response of many of its imperial- 
ist partners. 


The speakers discussed US policies from the perspective of trying to assess 
its failures and successes. While regional assessment do reflect devia- 
tions, the overall opinion wae that from the point of view of the shaping 
of the international balance of power the US has lost significant positions, 
while the strength of the anti-imperialist forces has increased. 


In Section 3 there was ati intense debate regarding the question of rela- 
tions between the US and the advanced capitalist countries, primarily be- 
tween the US and Western Europe. The participants analyzed the actual 
balance of economic, political and military power as it has evolved during 
the recent period, especially in the 1960's and 1970's. They found that 
the changes which have occured in the balance of power are reflected in the 
thinking of the ruling circles of the United States, that is, in the glo- 
bal political theories stemming from it, as well as in the conduct of 
American foreign policy. 


Having examined the development of US i:terests in Western Europe, especi- 
ally in the economic and military sphere, the section concluded that in 
its war against socialism and social progress the US ix the 1970's has 
continued to view the European region as the main theater of conflict just 
as it has during earlier periods. The fate of relaxation in Europe con- 
tinues to be in jeopardy dur to an intensification of the arms race nur- 
tured by the US. According to the military-political doctrine of the Car- 
ter-Brzezinski administration, the so called domino theory applies to Wes- 
tern Europe as well (V. T. Fomin). This is one of the reasons why the US 
has been pressing for the continued strengthening and better integration 
of NATO, and especially for the broadening of American-West German colla- 
boration. This is why it has continued to speak out--by rudely interfer- 
ing in the domestic affairs of its allies--against the possible inclusion 
of Western European communist parties in the government leadership of 
their respective countries. At the same time--in the spirit of trilateral 
priorities--the Carter-Brzezinski administration is striving to broaden 
its political, economic, military and other forms of consultations with 
its Western European allies. 


In examining the new elements of US-FRG and US-French relations those par- 
ticipating in the debate pointed out that the foreign policy concept bear~ 
ing the names of Kissinger and Brzezinski has provided a more accurate as- 
sessment of the actual position and independent efforts of America's al- 
lies than before, and that the US is anxious to put this to use in further- 
ing ite own goals. The American administration would like to use the 

Social Democratic parties and their coordinating organ, the Socialist Inter- 
national in its efforts to prevent the global spreading of socialism. 


10 











In spite of the economic difficulties facing it, the United States has con- 
tinued to be able to assert its fundamental interests withis. the systema 
of trilateral relations, even against its main capitalist rivals. Al- 
though the overwhelming economic <nd political predominance of the United 
States over its allies has faded, and the economic and political depend- 
ence of Western Europe on the US has uiminished, the supremacy of the Uni- 
ted States is still undisputable, and its partners in the capitalist world 
will in the forseeable future, too, be unable to challenge its leading 
role regarding military power. Unity and conflict assert themselves si- 
multaneously among the imperialists, and this cannot be overlooked even if 
these days their united front seems to be gaining strength. The correct 
analysis of the relationship between unity and conflict plays a signifi- 
cant role in helping to determine the socialist countries’ foreign policy. 


Everybody who took part in this section meeting agreed that presently the 
most important task facing the socialist countries, communist parties and 
other progressive movements is the struggle against the ivperialists' 
policy of arms race, and for the realization of total disarmament. The 
participants felt that in order to be able to fully explore the subject 
still further debates and many-sided economic, political and military analy- 
ses were needed. 


At the plenary session which concluded the work of the conference, section 
chairmen Emil Borsi and Ilona Bibrak, and representing section chairman 
Rezso Banyasz who had to be absent, Imre Pener reported on the work of 
Sections 1, 2 and 3, respectively; these were accepted by the conference 
with only minor additions. 


In his closing address, Gyorgy Szanto pointed out that while the confer- 
ence did produce objective debates which reflected revolutionary mentality, 
the full exploration of the subject would require continued research work 
on the part of institutions and international socialist forums. 


In connection with the international situation he pointed out that the ma‘n 
objective of imperialism is characterized, both in a general and histori- 
cal sense, by efforts to lead its system out of the general crisis of capi- 
talism, out of its prescat stage, under circumstances which, due to his- 
torical changes in the balance of power as a whole, have brought further 
setbacks for the position of international capitalism as a system. In 
reference to the subject discussed at the conference he made note of the 
fact that there were only a few presentations dealing with economic analy- 
sis, and that even those were not sufficiently thorough. An examination 
of the class foundations, ideological roots and the fully emerged trilateral 
strategy of American foreign policy requires carefully completed analy- 
ses. American policy Jirected ageinst the Third World has geined new 
elements, and in order to influence their choice of directio”. the imperial- 
ists have been trying to isolate these nations from the socialist countries 
and from Marxism-Leninism. China's ambitions represent great danger. 
Today, with help requested from the US, it is striving to significantly 














boost its military capabilities in order to further its invariably hege- 

monistic objectives. In connection with exploring the interrelationship 

between foreign and domestic policy, it is absolutely necessary to use a | 
firm class view-approach in studying the various mass movements fighting » 
imperialist policies and aggression. It would be useful to call a simi- 

lar conference some time in the future for discussing the subject of so- 

cialist foreign policy. 


To sum it up: in the area of foreign policy the class objectives and class 
tasks of American monopoly capitalist groups »#ve remained unaltered, but 
the changes which have occured in the internat’.onal balance of power have 
forced them to take the existing realities into account. Our socialist 
foreign policy will positively respond to realistic advances made by 
American foreign policy, but at the same time it will firmly reject any 
new American maneuverings which fail to take into account the existing 
realities and all attempts to put pressure on the forces of social pro- 
gress, especially on the Soviet Union and its allies, or i» try to place 
barriers in the way cf relaxation, etc. The main conclusion which came 
out of this conference is that the socialist countries’ peace policy is 
based on realistic possibilities, and that socialism and peace mutually 
affect and reinforce one another. The policy of relaxation must be car- 
ried further in such a way so that it can become an effective factor 
against the peace-endangering and reactionary objectives of American for- 
eign policy, and at the same time, so that it can insure the conditions 
for equal and mutually advantageous cooperation. 


FOOTNOTES 


1. G. I. Mikhailov (senior member of the Institute of Marxism-Leninisn, 
which operates side by side with the Central Committee of the Bulgar- 
ian CP); H. Hrbek (senior lecturer at the Political College [Bratis- 
lava] of the Czechoslovak CP); J. Decki (instructor at the Political 
College of the Czechoslovak CP); M. Gulchinsky (senior member at the 
College of Social Sciences of the UWPP [United Workers’ Party of Po- 
land]); V. Chizhovich (College of Social Sciences of the UWPP; Ch. 
Davaadas (member of the Department of Ideology of the CC of the Mon- 
golian People's Revolutionary Party); M. Hemberger (department head 
at the Karl Marx Party College); V. V. Aleksandrov (department head 
at the Academy of Social Sciences of the CC of the CPSU); N. V. Zag- 
ladin (member of the Research Institute of the Academy of Social Sci- 
ences of the CC of the CPSU); G. A. Trofimenko (department head at 
the Research Institute on America and Canada of the Academy of Sci- 
ences of the Soviet Union); Chan Tho Thoung (Chief Counsel of the Em- 
bassy of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam in Budapest); (representa- 
tive of the Communist Party of the United States on the editorial staff 
of "Peace and Socialism"). 


2. For the article based on the speech see pp. 16-20. 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


NEW BULGARIAN AMBASSADOR--Lubomir Strougal, federal premier, received it 
Prague today Zhivko Popov, new ambassador of the Bulgarian People's Republic, 
who is starting his tour of duty. [LD 072345 Prague Domestic Service in Czech 
and Slovak 2300 GMT 7 Nov 79 LD] 


CPCZ-CPSU TALKS ON IDEOLOGY--In Prague on 29 October V. Bejda, head of a 

CPCZ Central Committee department, received the members of a study delegation 
of the CPSU Central Committee Propaganda Department led by V. Baykova, head 
of the party propaganda section. During the meeting they exchanged exper- 
iences concerning ideological work and discussed the tasks for further in- 
creasing the effectiveness of the education of communists. [Bratislava 
PRAVDA in Slovak 30 Oct 79 p 2 AU] 


ARRIVAL OF SOVIET DELEGATION--A delegation of the Soviet-Czechoslovak Friend- 
ship Society led by A. Rusanov, secretary of the Moscow CPSU oblast committee, 
arrived in the CSSR on 5 November to attend the celebrations of the 62d an- 
niversary of the Great October Socialist Revolution and the opening of the 
month of Czechoslovak-Soviet friendship. The delegation was received by 

V. David, chairman of the Central Committee of the Czechoslovak-Soviet Friend- 
ship Society and deputy chairman of the CSSR Federal Assembly. [Bratislava 
PRAVDA in Slovak 6 Nov 79 p 1 AU) 


DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER TO GDR--On 7 November J. Knizka, first CSSR deputy 
minister of foreign affairs, left Prague for Berlin at the invitationof Dr 
M. Krolikowski, state secretary at the ministry of foreign affairs and first 
GDR deputy minister of foreign affairs. [Bratislava PRAVDA in Slovak 8 Nov 
79 p 2 AU] 


CSO: 2400 
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PARTY DAILY MARKS ANNIVERSARY OF TURKISH REPUBLIC 
AU301734 Tirana ZERI I POPULLIT in Albanian 28 Oct 79 p 4 AU 
{Editorial article: “Historic Event for the Turkish People"] 


[Text] On 29 October the Turkish people will celebrate an important 
event in their history, the 56th anniversary of the proclamation of the 
Republic of Turkey. They achieved this victory by their long-standing 
anti-imperialist and antifeudalistic struggle and the triumph of the 
national revolution. 


The proclamation of the republic was achieved as a result of the struggle 
waged by the Turkish people to defend the national independence and 
territorial integrity of the fatherland and the country's development 
against the armed intervention by the imperialist powers of the entente. 
By opposing this intervention and the predatory intentions of the 
imperialist powers, the Turkish people, led by Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, 
forced the imperialist plunderers to give up their hostile plens. The 
achievement of this victory and the proclamation of the republic were 
events which secured not only the country's independence and terri- 
torial integrity, but also freed Turkey from absolutisa, the sultans 

and technocracy, creating conditions to overcome the backwardness of 

the Middle Ages. 


The Albanian people have cherished and continue to cherish feelings of 
sincere friendship for the Turkish people. The Albanian people have 
been and continue to be in favor of developing and strengthening the 
friendship and relations between the People's Socialist Republic of 
Albania and the Republic of Turkey based on the principles which arrange 
relations between the two sovereign countries to the mutual benefit of 
the Albanian and Turkish peoples. “Good relations," Comrade Enver Hoxha 
has stressed, "exist between the Republic of Turkey and Albania. The 
trade and cultural relations are developing normally. There exists no 
obstacle for our peoples to be always friends and live in good neighbor- 
liness between them." Our people observe with gratification that the 
relations between our country and Turkey are friendly and have assumed 
good development. This shows that possibilities exist that these 
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relations be further developed, especially in the field of trade and 
culture and other fields, to the common interest. Various trade, 
scientific, cultural and other delegations have long since exchanged 
and are continuing to exchange mutual visits which have contributed to 
the strengthening of friendly relations. The respectful preservation 
of the remains of the Albanian patriots by the Turkish people, the warm 
welcome extended to the Albanian artistic ensembles in Turkey, the 
benevolent and friendly attitude maintained by the Turkish official 
circles and the positive opinion of the Turkish press toward Albania 
reflect the existing mutual frienily feelings between the Albanian and 
the Turkish peoples. All this corresponds to the aspirations and 
interests of our two peoples and the Balkan peoples in general. 


From their own experience, the Balkan peoples cannot forget the mis- 
fortunes caused by the intrigues and the interference by the imperialist 
powers in the past. Therefore, they understand that their interest 
requires that the imperialists and the social imperialists not be allowed 
to turn the Balkans into a powder keg. As far as the People's Socialist 
Republic of Albania is concerned, it has been and will be a factor of 
peace and stability in the Balkans. Our country has worked and will 
always try to maintain and develop relations of good neighborliness with 
the border states and all Balkan peoples, resolutely opposing the 
attempts of the superpowers to cause tension and stir up quarrels and 
complications. 


On the occasion of the national holiday, the 56th anniversary of the 
proclamation of the Republic of Turkey, the Albanian people extend 
cordial greetings and best wishes to the Turkish people for their happi- 
ness and prosperity. Our people wish that the friendly relations between 
our two peoples and countries be further developed and strengthened to 
the common interest and mutual benefit. 


cso: 2100 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


NATO STATES CREATE EXCUSES TO BLOCK MBFR AGREEMENT 
AUO12015 Bratislava PRAVDA in Slovak 24 Oct 79 p 7 AU 


[Article by Juraj Bydzovsky: "In the Week of Actions for Disarmament; A New 
Accent of Responsibility"; passages between slantlines published in boldface] 


[Excerpt] Nikolay Tarasov, head of the Soviet delegation to the Vienna 
negotiations, was justified in stating that the new Soviet initiative has an 
invaluable significance for working out the first practical agreements on re- 
ducing the strength of armed forces and armaments in Central Europe. The 
unilateral withdrawal of a considerable number of Soviet tropps and equipment 
from the GDR--which the Soviet Union regards as a gesture of goodwil)]--shows 
how completely unfounded the Westen thesis is on the alleged Soviet endea- 
vor to insure suprimacy for itself. In the connection Nikolay Tarasov said 
that /the number oi Soviet soldiers who will be unilaterally withdrawn sur- 
passes the extent of the reduction that would be undertaken-—should an agree- 
ment be reached in Vienna--by Great Britain, Holland and Canada together ./ 


This time the Western participants in the Vienna negotiations could hardly 
resort to their usual tactics--to pretend that, actually, nothing has hap- 
pened, or at least nothing important. Thus Edwin Bolland, head of the Bri- 
tish delegation, declared at the last plenary session of the negotiations 
that the Western delegations welcome the Soviet decision unilaterally to 
withdraw 20,000 men and 1,000 tanks from the GDR "ss a step in the right di- 
rection.” 


Of course, this formulation itself contains the endeavor to belittle the 
Soviet initiative by calling it only a “ste;," and by immediately claiming 
that this step must be followed by other steps, and--of course--again by the 
Soviet side. 


In fact, by his turnabout Edwin Bolland reverted to the sphere of old, well- 
known tirades, an endless number of which the Vienna conference hall had heard 
already; he merely added to them the spice of the present Western propaganda 
campaigns. He again claimed that the Warsaw Pact states, and the Soviet 
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Union in particular, have a considerable supremacy in land forces. Even the 
latest proposals and the announced measures of the Soviet Union wouid alleg- 
edly change nothing in this supremacy. The field of debates :m differences 
in the numerical strengths that are so familiar to everybody, and with which 
the West had pushed the Vienna negotiations into a blind alley. 


He thus made it obvious that the delegations of the NAT) countries also in- 
tend in the future to reject the numerical data supplied by the Warsaw Pact 
countries on their armed forces, and to operate with their own figures vhicii-- 
proved by nobody and nothing--are meant to prove the supremacy of tne social- 
ist countries’ armed forces. According to this approach to matters, the West- 
ern delegations would again like to leave aside the specific negotiations 

on specific reduction measures. 


/After all: The course taken by the Wes. = _elegations in Vienna has for a 
long time been evoking the impression that the main directive they had re- 
ceived fron their governments is not the task to prepare an agreement, but 
the task to prevent this agreement./ It is impossible to avoid the feeling 
that certain Western delegations are receiving any compromise proposal of 
the socialist countries, not as part of the positive endeavor, but as soar- 
thing unpleasant that is being served up for them to swallow and something 
that merely forces them to search for further excuses. In this context it 
is no coincidence that the Western delegations in Vienna have so far given 
no official reply to the series of compromise proposals submitted by the 
socialist countries last June. 


/The compromise proposals of the socialist countries, together with the uni- 
lateral measures of the Soviet Union, are meeting halfway the Western pro- 
posal to such a far-reaching extent that it should really be no problem to 
come to an agreement and to start preparing the appropriate treaty. Provided, 
of course, that there is no lack of will to come to an agreement./ 


Not to react positively in Vienna to Leonid Brezhnev's Berlin speech means to 
prove to the public of their own countries that their governments are truly 
lacking the will to come to an agreement. Even in the past the NATO Pact 
countries’ maneuvering in connection with the Vienna negotiations was most 
transparent. But now it will not be able to cover up anything at all. 


/In the week cf actions for disarmament, which is starting today according 
to the UN appeal, the attention of the European public will concentrate more 
than at other times on these questions which are of a key significance for 
the future of our continent, for the future of the world. The governments’ 
responsibility for the organization of these actions in this extremely in- 
portant historic period receives a new emphasis. By its new great initia- 
tive, which we resolutely support, the Soviet Union is showing an example 
and the road to be followed./ 


CSO: 2400 
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SLOVAK DA*LY: NUCLEAR WEAPONS IN EUROPE BAD FOR MBFR 
AUO21717 Bratislava ROLNICKE NOVINY in Slovak 31 Oct 79 p 7 AU 


[Commentary by M. Swolik: “Vienna Talks in Their Seventh Year; West Lacks 
Goodwill" ] 


[Excerpt] The latest enrichment of the Soviet peace offensive by a series 
of offers pertaining to the sphere of military detente has come precisely at 
the time when the NATO strategists and the Western advocates of the arms race 
are planning to deploy on the West European territory--to put it more con- 
cretely: On the territory of Belgium, the Netherland. the FRG, Great Britain 
and Italy--a total of 572 new American nuclear missiles zeroed in on targets 
in the socialist countries, a matter that is being “substantiated” by an 
alleged USSR attempt to gain military superiority. This step to missiles 
and nuclear arms which the Pentagon and its West European allies wish to take 
does not constitute a run-of-the-mi~l modernization, as the West has been 
trying to maintain, but in essence this step is a fundamental quantitative 
and qualitative change of the U.S. nucl/ar potential in Europe. Its objec- 
tive is the turn in the NATO's "Eurostrategy” away from using “tactical” 
nuclear weapons mainly on the battleficld to using them, above all, against 
targets on the territory of the Soviet Union and its allies. This would 
constitute a new and extraordinarily dangerous change not only in strategy 
but also in policy, since this would be at variance with the agreed-upon 
principles of maintaining the balance of military forces. Augmenting now 
the medium-range nuclear devices et NATO's disposal with qualitatively new 
devices could only impair the nuclear balance--in Europe as well as the 
USSR-U.S. nuclear balance--to the detr/ment of the security of the Soviet 
Union and its allies. Also for the Vienna talks, which went into their 
seventh year yesterday, this prospec. portends no good. 


CSO: 2400 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA — 


HUSAK RECEIVES GUINEA, CYPRUS, KUWAIT AMBASSADORS 


LDO71752 Prague CTK in English 1534 GMT 7 Now 79 LD 


[Text] Prague--Czechoslovak President Gustav Husak received here Wednesday 
New Guinean Ambassador to Czechoslovakia Louis Holie. 


The Guinea ambassador appreciated the success of the Czechoslovak people in 
building an advanced socialist state and pointid out the contribution of 
Czechoslovakia to the policy of detente. The role of Guinea in the current 
struggle against imperialism, colonialism and racism in Africa was also 
stressed. 


The two countries stand by the nations struggling for liberty, independence 
and social progress. They also widen mutual cooperation and friendship. 


New Cyprus Ambassador to Czechoslovakia Angelos Angelidhis presented Wednes- 
day his credentials to the Czechoslovak president. The two officials stated 
that their countries strive to spread the process of detente also in the 
military sphere, in the spirit of the principles adopted at the conference 
on security and cooperation in Europe. The Cyprus problem should be justly 
settled by peaceful means, without interference (7?from abroad) and with full 
respect for territorial integrity and sovereignty. On the basis of friendly 
Czechoslovak-Cypriot relations, political, economic and cultural contacts 
can be further seccessfully developed. 


New Kuwaiti Arbassador ‘Abd al-Azix E. al-Khadar was also received and pre- 


sented his credentials to the president. Satisfactory development of Czecho- 
slovak-Kuwaiti relations was pointed out on this occasion. 


cso: 2020 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 





BRIEFS 


NEW PRC AMBASSADOR--Prague-—-Czechoslovak Deputy Premier Rudolf Rohlicek re- 
ceived here today new Chinese Ambassador Li Ding Quan. [Text] [LDO80216 
Prague CTK in English 0850 GMT 7 Now 79 LD] 


NEW GUINEAN, KUWAITI AMBASSADORS--Prague-—New Guinean ambassador to Cwechc - 
slovakia resident in Berlin Louis Holie and Kuwaiti ambassador resident in 
Rome ‘Abd al-Aziz Qais al-Khadar arrived in Prague Tuesday to present their 
credentials to the Czechoslovak president. Later, the two representatives 
were received by Czechosl-vak Deputy Foreign Minister Stanislav Svoboda. 
[Text] [LDO70510 Prapue CTK in English 1915 GMT 6 Now 79 LD] 


NEW CYPRUS AMBASSAIOR--Prague--Czechoslovak Deputy Foreign Minister Mecislav 
Jablonsky received Tuesday new Cyprus ambassador to Czechoslovakia resident 
in Moscow Angelos Angelidhis, who will shortly present his credentials to 
the Czechoslovak president. [Text] [Prague CTK in English 1923 GMT 6 Nov 79] 


MONGOLIAN DELEGATION DEPARTS--The study delegation of the Mongolian People's 
Revolutionary Party, led by Cerenpilin Balchadzava, Central Committee men- 
ber and head of Central Committee Department of Party Bodies, departed from 
Prague bv air on 24 October; during its stay in the CSSR it exchanged ex- 
perience in political-organizational work acquired by the two parties in 
insuring the tasks formulated by the two fraternal parties’ congresses. 
[Prague RUDE PRAVO in Cech 25 Oct 79 p 2 AU] 


NEW CYPRIOT ENVOY-~Angelos Angelides, new amb«issador extraordinary and pleni- 
potentiary of the Republic of Cyprus to the CSSR, arrived in the CSSR on 

5 November. He was welcomed by J. Hroch, deputy head of diplomatic protocol 
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. [AU072158 Bratislava PRAVDA in Slovak 

6 Nov 679 p 2 AU) 


NEW CYPRIOT, GUINEAN AMBASSADORS--Alois Indra, member of the CPCZ Central 
Committee Presidium and chairman of the Federal Assembly, received in Prague 
today Louis Holie, ambassador of the Guinean People's Revolutionary Republic, 
who is starting his tour of duty. Comrade Alois Indra also received today 
Angelos Angelides, the new ambassador of the Republic of Cyprus. [LDO90356 
Prague Domesti- Service in Czech 1530 GMT 8 Nov 79 LD] 


DELEGATION RITURNS FROM LISBON--On 7 November a delegation of the Czecho- 
slovak Committee of Solidarity with Afro~-Asian Nations, led by the commit- 
tee's chairman M. Vacik, returned from Lisbon where it attended a world 
solidarity con‘erence with the Arab people, which took place on 2-6 November. 
[AULO1450 Bratislava PRAVDA in Slovak 8 Nov 79 p 2 AU] 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC PEPUBLIC 


NATO VERSUS SOCIALIST ARMS CONTROL CONCEPTS ANALYZED 
East Berlin [PW-BERICHTE in German Vol 8 No 9, Sep 79 pp 32-39, 62 


[Article by Peter Klein, published by Institute for International Politics 
and Economics: “The Imperialist Concept of a So-called Arms Control: In 
the Service of Force Hostile to Detente--“isused Against Disarmament and 
for Continued Arms Escalation--Socialist States Use Real Starting Points 
for Constructive Disarmament Course”) 


[Text] The conference of the Committee of Foreign Ministers of the Warsaw 
Pact States in Budapest and the discussions of the NATO leadership bodies 
in Brussels and The Hague in May 1979 recently once again pointed up the 
two opposing concepts of the participating countries on matters of security: 
The NATO Bloc tried to make its own decisions, concerning further rearma- 
ment, the substance of its own series of conferences, plausible to the 
nation*® with a reference to the “ lementary endeavor aimed at the improve- 
ment of forces and arms control” “ whereby specific proposals om arms con- 
trol were announced only for the end of the year. In Budapest, on the 
other hand, the ministers of the community of socialist states expressed 
their basic position according to which it is necessary “to stop the arus 
race and resolutely to on to realistic measures of disarmament, es- 
pecially nuclear measures"*. For this purpose, detailed proposals, pro- 
moting the intermational disarmament discussion, vere sibmitted. They are 
suitable for giving new impetus to the worldwide effort aimed at continuing 
international detente in the silitary area which in the meantime receives 
additional considerable impetus from the signing of SALT ITI. 


Beyond this occasion it is very necessary more closely to examine the in- 
perialist concept of arms controls and the political and military objectives 
connected with that. By arms controls, their advocates in capitalist coun- 
tries means very different things. Often gutually contradictory facts and 
processes are lumped torether woder the concept of arms control. Sometimes 
certain demands, ideas, and proposals advanced by the protagonists of arus 
control differ positively from those coming frua the spokesmen of a ruth- 
less arms race which, declaredly, merely serves the goal of enabling 
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imperialism to regain a military superiority over socialism. What all is 
not presently, in the latter sense, being offered up under the slogan of 
arms control by the anti-disarmament public opinion shapers! To give just 
a few examples, “dosed armament," the “change of generations in medium- 
range rockets in Western Europe," “better management of the military race 
between East and West in the coming years" are being "sold" as essential 
content for arms control. 


In a big speech addressed to the national congress of the American Legion 

in New Orleans, Harold Brown, the United States defense secretary, used the 
term “arms control" as a synonym for a “balanced and defective defense". 
Arms control, in other words, in the West very frequently has much more to 
do with rearmament that with arms limitations and disarmament. Entirely 
too often all the talk about arms controls is merely a cover for uninhibited 
rearmament. Further evidence was furnished for this also by politicians 
and opinion makers in the FRG precisely in connection with the most recent 
conference of the NATO Council. "No arms controls without rearmament"-- 
that was the logical but at the same time meaningless observation with which 
FRANKFURTER A)LGEMEINE ZEITUNG began its comments on this conference. The 
NATO foreign ministers in The Hague reportedly "(were supposed to) prepare 
something very unpleasant, something unpopular in a diplomatic manner: 
Western Europe's equipment with new, medium-range atomic weapons systems, 
Only if this first step has achieved at least a high degree of probability," 
so argued the author, ¢an the second step be taken, that is, how one could 
offer there systems to the Soviet government for negotiations on arms limi- 
tations"4, In view of such Western ideas, opinions, and questions on arms 
control, what is left in the way of positive things here? 


Democratic politicians in the United States and in the FRG likewise, critics 
of the military-industrial complex in their countries, consider arms control 
necessary in order to counteract an alleged “automatic arms race." The 
politicians would have to regain control over armament, they demand, and 
they act as if the rise in armaments, its origins and developmental condi- 
tions can hardly be influenced any more by human beings and have already 
slipped from human decision-making authority and responsibility’. But 
could it be that they really assume that the heads of government of the 
NATO countries on 31 May 1978 in Washington did not know what they were 
doing when they, simultaneously with the discussions of the 10th Special 
Session of the United Nations in New York, on the disarmament issue, gave 
their approval to a long-term armament program for the military pact until 
1995 which burdens the member countries with enormous increases in arms 
expenditures for the coming years? 


The attitude of individual politicians on arms controls again and again 
plays a role also in the internal struggle within the bourgeois parties 
over the continuation or suspension of the detente process throughout the 
world, over the improvement of armed might, or specific political, econo- 
mic, and ideological means of pressure and methods in the international 
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class conflict. In his capacity as spokesman for the forces that are in 
favor of step-up rearmament, Zbigniew Brzezinski in Chicago, addressing 
the Foreign Affairs Council, threatened that the necessary American de- 
fense program would not be tied in with the uncertain outlook of future 
arms control. More reasonable, opposing views in the meantime are bring 
expressed on occasion by representatives of the parties in power in the 
FRG. They are turning against a “policy of strength," they talk 

in favor of “strength through policy,” and they come out in support of 
giving priority to arms control negotiations as against a further increase 
in the armament effort®, 





But the practical action of the FRG administration is in contradiction to 
such utterances; in Brussels and The Hague, for example, the West German 
government decisively supported the peace-threatening undertaking of step- 
up armament efforts by NATO in the area of so-called “Eurostrategic wea- 


pons." 


What is then really hidden behind imperialist theories about arms controls? 
To what extent can the socialist states--which are tirelessly struggling 
for gradual, controlled disarmament—connect their basic rejection of arms 
control theories that promote armament with the objective approach to such 
ideas and suggestions which, presented under the motto of arms controls, 
could represent steps toward military detente? Is any influence exerted 
on the negotiating positions of the socialist states in international dis- 
armement negotiations when their proposals on arms limitations and disarma- 
ment are declared, by the opposing side, to be proposals aimed only at arms 
control? 


Origins of Arms Control Concepts 


Theoretical concepts of arms control and a corresponding political strategy 
and tacticSwere developed during the fifties primarily in the United States 
when the latter still had military superiority in strategic weapons but was 
already confronted with upcoming Soviet nuclear weapons and nuclear weapons 
delivery vehicJes. The USSR, whose many different proposals on outlawing 
the new mass destruction weapons had been turned down flat by the majority 
in the United Nations which at that time followed the American lead, found 
itself forced to develop its own nuclear weapons and delivery vehicles for 
the sake of its own security ana that of world peace as a whole. The 
military-strategic special position of the United States, which was un- 
touchable until then, faded away and America found itself facing the fact 
that the use of its own nuclear weapons could lead to a destructive counter- 
blow. At the same time, remembering the lessons of World War II, a world- 
wide democratic popular movement in support of disarmament and the outlaw- 
ing of nuclear arms ag weapons of terror and mass destruction had developed. 
It reached a high point of international effectiveness in the 1950 Stock- 
holm appeal on Canning nuclear weapons and that in turn prevented the use 
of American nuclear weapons during the Korean War. 
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During that time, inspired by varying motives, the ideologs of arms con- 
trol tried to divert people from democratic demands for disarmament and at 
the same time to limit certain dangers which are connected also for them as 
a result of the arms race that is being fired up by imperialism. Arms 
controls were supposed to secure survival in the atomic age and help main- 
tain or further expand the assumed military superiority of the United States 
over the USSR. 


Many motives were the spiritual fathers of arms control theory and their 
ideological and political advocates. Some merely wanted to camouflage 
their own hostility toward disarmament and wanted to continue, undisturbed, 
a course of military threats and violence from which they hoped to gain 
economically and politically. Others acted out of sincere worries over 
the fate of peace and the guarantee of the security of their own nation 
and that of others. The fear of losing arms superiority frequently played 
a by no means minor role. From time to time there was also an endeavor 

to gain an insight into the armament effort of the potential enemy, as 
well as his economic and military capacity, in other words, to legalize 
espionage. 


The comprehensive literature gives us a very manifold picture of the sup- 
porters and advocates of the theory of arms controls in which several of 
the motives mentioned often also led to a very subjective approach to the 
problem. In this general overview we must accept the fact that we cannot 
do justice to every differentiated and specific approach in the political 
thinking and actions of arms control theoreticians and practitieuers. But 
one thing is absolutely clear among these many phenomena: The concept of 
arms control, which was created in the United States and which was so eagerly 
adopted by the governments of other capitalist countries, has nothing in 
common with disarmament. Arms control is strictly distinguished from 
controlled disarmament already in the way in which its originators then- 
selves describe it’. 


The imperialist concept of arms control was not, from the very beginning, 
aimed at an effective reduction of armament and forces. Objectively it 
served primarily for the protection of the mechanism of the arms race, it 
legitimized all kinds of imperialist theories on so-called peace assurance 
through deterrence and thus, independently of the subjective intentions of 
one or the other arms control advocates, provided the impetus ‘or the arms 
race. Bourgeois scientists from the NATO member countries iso arrive at 
such a general judgement. The studies of the American arms control school, 
it says there, for example, “degenerated exclusively into a search for war- 
fare options"™”,. 


The concept of arms control and the extensive policy of bourgeois govern- 
ments based on it over the last two decades, following a basic idea behind 

a ACDA founded in Washington in 1961, acted objectively as a smokescreen 
behind which the most reactionary forces in politics, in the economy, and 

in the army, which are interested directly in the arms race, continued their 
attempt to maintain military superiority over socialism or to regain it. 
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The sterility of their own ideas on arms control was clearly admitted also 
by some of its intellectual fathers in the Unite< States after two decades 
of “arms-controlling practice." Agter all, the United States was unable 
effectively to attain any of the above-mentioned goals of arms control. 
The United States did not manage to maintain its qualitative weapons tech- 
nology lead over the USSR. Thanks primarily to the allaround political, 
economic, and military strengthening of the USSR and the community of 
socialist states, a condition of parity, a relative balance of military 
forces of NATO and the Warsaw Pact was achieved, a situation which above 
all those politicians in the United States do 1ot want to come to terms 
with today who, with undisguised harsh language, advocate the use of pri- 
marily military means in international politics. They also constitute 

the nucleus of the posse that is against SALT II in the United States Con- 
gress. 


Some democratic and liberal theoreticians of the “arms control schcol"™ in 
the United States today complain about the failure of — hopes. The 
study entitled "Arms, Defense Police and Arms Control"’ which was pub- 
lished in the United States in 1976 might almost be called the “swan song 
of the arms controllers." The fraction, which once upon a time sincerely 
hoped through arms control to serve American security interests and peace 
in the world, Nere admits that its projects from the fifties and sixties 
were illusionary and ineffective. In view of the altered world situa- 
tions and the complexity of the problem, “arms control" now on the whole 
supposedly faces insoluble problems. 


Arms control allegedly lost much of its original popularity, Christoph 
Bertram, director of the London Institute for Strategic Studies, wrote 
recently; he drew a rather pitiful picture of the real results of the 
efforts involved. Of course, he tries to provide new impetus for the 
arms control approach! -—-as we shall discuss later on. 


Unsuitability of Concepts Confined to Arms Control 


The disappointment and hopelessness of certain advocates of an arms con- 
trol philosophy may be a matter of indiffererce to us. But it is neces- 
sary to concern oneself with arms control because, in spite of all of 

its failures, especially in the present, there is a kind of Renaissance of 
arms control concepts last but not least in circles of the parties in' 
power in the FRG, The terms "disarmament" and “arms control" are used 
there frequently, so to speak, as synonyms. Even when foreign minister 
Genschet analyzes the special disarmament session of the United Nations, 
which in 1978 exclusively devoted itself to disarmament and its prerequi- 
sites, he maintains that it “clarified the significance of arms control 
to the world public", Genscher again and again stresses its value in 
terms of disarmament and arms control/*, Should arms control perhaps 
regain its reputation in that it is tied in more closely with disarmament 
through solemn speeches? 
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In the debate on the so-called security policy of the FRC, which reached its 
climax in the spring of 1979, arms control again and again was brought up 
for discussion. In a basic report to the Germen Arms Forces Association, 
Inc., federal minister Hans Apel on 30 March 1979 referred to armament 
efforts and the arms contrel as “the two sides of one and the same coin, 
the coin of security"; both of these aspects, he indicated, “are not sep- 
arated from each other by any kind of ranking"13, In saying this, the 
minister perhaps wanted formally to assume a micv2, position in a dispute 
which, as we indicated earlier, has broken ovt in all NATO countries and 
which even divides the bourgeois camp into groups of advocates of military 
detente and consolidation of peaceful coexistence, on the one hand, and the 
supporters of the most aggressive circles of armament capital and the mili- 
tary clique, on the other hand. Indeed, however Apel is the minister 
responsible for those West German /irmed Forces which the special emphasis 
implementing the latest NATO armament decisions and he is getting full 
praise from those who rather adventurously speculate on achieving mili- 
tary superiority over the socialist states with the help of the arms race 
by creating such econoni- difficulties for the socialist countries, through 
the escalation of the armament spiral that those countries would lose ground 
in the economic race between the systems and would have to abandon their 
social-policy goals. 


Impeding Disarmament 


The objections, which the democratic forces interested in disarmament gen- 
ically raise against the arms control concept are basically aimed at the 
following four viewpoints. 


First of all, arms control concepts push mankind's endeavor to contribute 
to military detente and to a secure peace, precisely through arms limita- 
tions and controlled disarmament, into the background. Althovgh some 
politicians in a NATO country might frequently mention arms control and 
disarmament in one breath, there i1 nevertheless a world of differences 
here between these two approaches, as shown by our rather brief comparison 
to the results of Budapest and Brussels as well as The Hague in May 1979. 


Arms ccmtrsl advocates as a rule draw a strict dividing line between the 
former and disarmaments. For example, Count Wolf Baudissin, one of the 
most active propagandists for so-called cooperative arms management in 
the FRG does this. He rejects disarmament in favor of arms control and 
maintains that disarmament could “not abolish any of the existing social 
and international conflicts from the face of the earth; on the peatrary, 
like any profound change, it creates a chain of new conflicts"14, 


To be sure, Baudissin is completely right, in detail, in his observation 
that disarmament does not remove existing conflicts from the face of the 
earth. But that after all is by no means the purpose of disarmament And 
arms control or, as Baudissin frequently says, arms management, certainly 
does not render this service in any better fashion. With the above-quoted 











comments, Baudissin confronts disarmament with fundamentally insoluble 
problems. The international struggle over military detente and disarma 
ment instead involves an effert to help achieve a full break- 
through in favor of nonmilitary forms of settling objectively existing 
social and international contradictions and conflicts. Baudissin's re- 
quirement for disarmament, as formulated above, goes far beyond this 
realistic objective. This is why his conclusions-—in rejecting aisarme- 
ment because it is unsuitable for the implementation of its (unrealistic) 
goal-—-can only be wrong. 


On the other hand, the 20th century supplied many examples as to how the 
arms race escalation and dangerous aspects of “armament management” 
can heat up existing conflicts and can lead to catastrophic outbreaks as 
far as mankind is concerned. In comparison to that, the economic, social, 
and political problems of converting the war industries to civilian needs 
and of the gradual reduction of the military factor in international re- 
lations would be rather clear and basically soluble in case of gradual 
disarmament which would create some of these problems for all social sys- 
tems. 


Arms control concepts start with the idea that a world without weapons is 
utopia and they do so even more frequently than they start with the alleged 
dangers inherent in disarmament. Disarmament is something which, at best, 
is adopted as a slogan by the most hopeless illusionists. But under 
present-day conditions a world without hunger, a world without disease, 
the utilization of space, etc. are likewise “utopias.” But they need not 
remain so! Setting oneself high and very high goals-——-that is precisely 
the sort of thing that is in keeping sith the dignity and the humanist 
detiiny of the human race. Otherwise, social progress would be unthink- 
able and the solution of new problems facing mankind as a whole could not 
be visualized. 


The polemical separation of arms control from disarmament is at any rate 
harmful because it shuffles priorities around, because it diverts us from 
that which is essential, because it undermines the concept of the people 
in feasibility of disarmament, and thus paralyzes the initiative of that 
force on whose utilization it will depend in the end whether armament 
steps are ever or are never taken. 


Jus’ification for Further Rearmament 


Secondly, the imperialist arms control concept contains an inherent justi- 
fication of their own armament steps. The communique issued by the ses- 
sion of the Nuclear Planning Group of NATO in Brussels in October 1978 
ties its lip service to arms control in with an appeal to do everything 
to modernize NATO's own TNF and at the same time it formlates a prior 
condition through an appeal addressed to the countries belonging to the 
“Warsaw Pact to exercise moderation with regard to their steady military 
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buildup")>, in the "Detente and Disarmament" issue of the wagazine DAS 
PARLAMENT, the publicist Wolfram von Raven, who is close to the CDU 
[Christian Democratic Union] in Bonn, informs his readers to the effect 
that they should “not misunderstand the mission of ‘arms control’ as an 
effort to shackle the armament effort but rather understand it as effi- 
cient management of that effort." In the process he also confirms that 
his own side faces the presumed need of steadying the ce of terror 
on all ievels by “modernizing the means of that balance"!®©, 


In his most recent analysis, Hans Peter Neuhold, director of the research 
institute of the Austrian foreign policy society, stresiesthe idea that 
armament could have a stabilizing effect “whereas insufficient military 
potential on one side under certain circunstepess might persuade the 
other side, the superior side, to use force"!’_ hile this observation 
does apply to some irdividual specific historical situations--such as, 
for example, the compulsion on the part of the USSR to catch up in 
nuclear armament as against the lead of the United States during the fif- 
ties—-Neuhold nevertheless is wrong in stressing the allegedly stabiliz- 
ing aspect of rearmament in a generalizing fashion in view of the current 
arms race. Neuhold furthermore comietely disregards the social, societal, 
and political foundations of this phenomenon which, as everybody knows, 
provide the decisive impetus for the stabilizing or destabilizing ef- 
fects of the role of the military factor in international relations. 


The arms race is also stimulated by the demands for an “offensive arms 
control policy on the part of NATO in Europe," as advanced by the Science 
and Policy Foundation in Munich. Its advocates polemicize again a 
“defensive-restrictive arms control policy" because it supposedly is 
merely in a position “to reproduce the unsatisfactory and unstable status 
quo on a lower forces level." What is necessary, supposedly, is an of- 
fensive arms control policy yaich “overcomes the historically grown, un- 
stable military status quo”), 


One could endlessly continue the series of those politicians and military 
leaders who today--in a time of relative balance between the military 
forces af NATO and the Warsaw Pact--pursue the expansion, modernizetion, 
and increasing effectiveness of their own armament efforts as the goal 
and as the essential content of arms management or arms control. All of 
these attempts at a one-sided alteration of approximate military pariety 
in their own favor do not stabilize the world situation but instead de- 
stabilize it. 


Attempted Blackmail 


Third, the imperialist arms control concepts frequently follow a blackmail 
course to the effect that one should expand the armament effort in certain 
categories in order thus to get safe “negotiating chips" for arms control 
Or armament reduction negotiations. This concept of “bargaining chips" 
is presently being advocated rather frequently in connection with the 
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construction and the introduction of the neutron weapon or enhanced radia- 
tion weapon. President Carter himself connected his May 1978 decision-- 
to postpone the production of these weapons for the time being—with 
rather ambiguous comments along those lines??, Arms control negotiations 
supposedly do not involve neutral renunciation of these weapons, as was 
proposed within the framework of the Geneva disarmament conference on the 
basis of an agreement draft submitted by the socialist states. No, they 
want instead to gain onesided advantages for themselves. 


In 1978, social democratic politicians in the FRC likewise participated 
in the attempt at tieing a possible renunciation of neutron weapons by 
NATO in not only with a “simultaneous renunciation of this weapon by the 
Warsaw Pact" but also with "a reduction of its offensive potential” 0. 
Conservative, extremely reactionary circles in the FRG advocate an alleged 
"strategic armament catchup effort" so that “the West” will not “find it- 
self forced to attempt the deal with East during the third round of SALT 
with empty hands"21, Arms control theories—as proved by these aspects 
likewise--accordingly serve to violate the principle of respecting the 
same degree of undiminished security and thus the indispensable principle 
for negotiations on arms limitations and on an end to the arms race. 


Spreading Illusiovary ‘deas 


Fourth, a last, illusionmry and fictitious approach in current erms con- 
trol concept might be me: tioned here in conclusion-~an approach which is 
already being widely discussed at this time. 


In publications of the IISS (International Institute for Strategic Studies), 
in London, in numerous newspaper articles, and finally also in the previous - 
ly mentioned special addition of the magazine DAS PARLAMENT, Christoph 
Bertram tries to propagate "new approaches to arms control." “Arms con- 
trol is not disarmament," he says, like many of those who spoke before hin, 
“and military means of power are not to be abolished; instead, their de- 
stabilizing, provocatory, and politically intimidating effect is to be 
trimmed"““, Just exactly how this could be accomplished in times of rapid 
technological change is something that is difficult to visualize according 
to Bertram's statements. Unless of course one were to begin to freeze the 
current level of armament, to outlaw the development of new types and sys- 
tems of mass destruction weapons, and to start effective arms limitations. 
If military means of power are not gradually abolished, then one cannot 
reduce their “destabilizing, provocatory, and politically intimidating 
role." 


This reply also applies to a similar proposal advanced by Baudissin the 
year before to the effect that one could easily maintain, in Europe, the 
“mutually balanced war prevention potentials," as he calis them so euphen- 
istically, whereas, “on the other hand one must not awaken any feel of 
being threatened that would have an inhibiting effect on either side” 3, 
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This perhaps is just wishful thinking although in fact it may well be an 
attempt to square the circle. Trying to separate modern weapons systems 
and their political and psychological effects is an impossible undertaking. 
These effects can be liquidated gradually only simltaneously with those 
weapons systems. For that we need arms limitations and disarmament. Arms 
control alone will not be enough. 


Similarly fruitless certainly are Bertram's statements in the previously 
quoted issue No 146 of ADELPHI PAPERS on the relationship between arms 
control and technological change. Here, Bertram in fact advises us against 
concentrating on certain agreements and pacts between East and West within 
the framework of arms control. The dynamics of technological change, he 
indicates, very quickly undermines such agreements which until now have 
primarily been aimed at the quantitative limitation of the potentials. 

This is why one should instead be concerned with regulating the qualitative 
options of both sides, the particular strategic doctrines, and the possib- 
ilities, via arms control, and thus try to get a grip on the military con- 
test between socialism and capitalism. But, in social reality, it is im- 
possible to distinguish between qualitative options and quantitative ele- 
ments in the process of armament or disarmament; after all, the qualita- 
tive options essentially do spring from certain quantitative magnitudes. 
The solution, which Bert™*m proposes, would rather seem to be an excuse. 
Mankind will be able, in this area, to counter the effects of technological 
inventions and innovations more likely on the basis of the Soviet proposal 
for a treaty outlawing the deveicpment and production of new types and 
systems of mass destruction means which is currently being negotiated in 
the Geneva disarmament committee-—-much more so than with the help of ter- 
minological tricks. 


The four aspects which were described here briefly lead to the following 
overall judgement: Arms control concepts, devised and propagated within 

the NATO framework are not suitable for reducing the burden of the arms 
race, for decisively reducing the possibility of an outbreak of a war be- 
tween the big military coalitions, and reducing the dangers which inevitably 
face mankind as a result of such an explosion. 


Realistic Contact Points Being Used 


Should one therefore reject out of hand all proposals submitted by the 
NATO powers within the framework of arms control? Certainly not. Sug- 
gestions and proposals--such as they were introduced, for example, into 
the debate during the special session of th< United Nations on disarmament 
also by leading politicians from NATO cowatries, for instance, West German 
chancellor H. Schmidt, as well as the spokesmen for France and the United 
States-—-are being examined carefully; the rational core of such proposals 
is always picked up by the socialist states. Nobody will relieve them of 
the extensive political and moral obligations assumed by the governments 
of those countries likewise when they approve the final document of the 








special United Nations session on disarmament. Socialist foreign policy 
always has the goal of finding out how far, in detail, on the basis of a 
certain insight into the realities of the world today, there is a genuine 
interest in the West to restrict the danger of a nuclear war for -xample 
through SALT agreements, to make a contributior, to regional arms and troop 
reductions through an all-European disarmament mechanism (among other things, 
a French suggestion), or really to clear the way for arms limitation progress 
through certain confidence-building measures for which Bonn frequently pleads. 


The socialist states are primarily concerned with clearing the way to the 
end of the arms race and toward disarmament through specific individuals 
steps of military detente and arms limitations. Their advocacy of a treaty 
limiting strategic offensive weapons, among other things, is a living ex- 
ample of the fact that they are really concerned with the issue and that 
they are not interested in a propaganda dispute over theories and coscepts. 
The USSR fought for SALT II as a significant political and military step 
on the way towar’ a limitation of the arms race, a step toward the imple- 
mentation of ‘.s complex program for terminating the arms race and for 
disarmamen*, regardless of the fact that SALT is considered a program of 
so-callvd arms control in the United States. 


It is especially the Budapest communique of the conference of foreign min- 
isters of Warsaw Pact states which makes it clear how constructively and 
atcentively the socialist states receive objections, suggestions, and 
security requirements from the other side likewise. In contrast to the 
confidence of the political advisory committee of the Warsaw Pact states, 
in Bucharest in November 1976, the original socialist proposal for a treaty 
outlawing the initial use of nuclear weapons was expanded, at the May 1979 
Budapest committee meeting, to include an agreement “not to the first 
to use nuclear or conventional weapons against each other"24, Through 
this expansion, the socialist states proved that they have an open aind 
toward a specific Western suggestion on arms control. This was done like- 
wise on the issue of confidence-building measures which, in the Budapest 
communique, clearly are given more emphasis than in comparable comments 
from the socialist states in nearly a year. 


The multilateral arms limitation agreements concluded during the sixties 
and early seventies mostly are due to initiatives and suggestions from 
socialist countries. In the literature of the imperialist world, they 
mostly show up as arms con.col measures. This framework never scared the 
negotiators of the socialist states or diplomats from the nonalined move- 
ment nor did it deter them from entering into agreements, whenever pos- 
sible, with negotiating partners on the other side. The basic rejection 
of the “philosophy of arms control"--as described above--remains. 


Rejection of sati-Detente Advocates and Enemies of Arms Control Necessary 


Developments on the other side frequently take a different course. Poli- 
ticians who, if only within the framework of “arms control,” were ready 
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for partial arms limitation measures as in the previously mentioned aulti- 
lateral agreements since the sixties, frequently were and are still being 
caught in the crossfire of criticiem from the right; during the second half 
of the seventies, quite a few administrations in a NATO country got into 
trouble in thie way. 


Even arms control after all is a “stuubling block” rather than a “philo- 
sopher's stone” for certain extremely conservative circles in those coun- 
tries, in spite of their overall tendency of helping imperialism. When, 
in West Germany, the SPD [German Socialist Party] politicians Herbert 
Wehner and Alfons Pawelczyk, the FDP [Pree Democratic Party] politicians 
William Borm and Walter Schilling talk about priority for arma control 
ahead of armament, when they propose that all possibilities of genuine 
mutual troop and arms reductions in central Europe be explored first, be- 
fore a new generation of medium-ranse nuclear rockets is stationed in 
Western Europe, or when they argue in the debate that arms contro} nego- 
tiations must not be judged solely according to gilitary criteria San 
noting that they are primarily political underrakings and should be 
treated as such--ther on the other hand there is a quite considerable 
increase in the number of their critics as well as in the emphasis and 
sharpness of the objections raised in the mass media of the bourgeoisie. 


Politicians in the United States who support partial arms limitation 
measures within the framework of “arms control” are also having a tough 
time in the United States. The WALL STREET JOURNAL denounces Soviet- 
American agreements on SALT I, concluded on the basis of identical obli- 
gations ped rights, as "a Soviet effort to stop the American ABM tech- 
nology"*", “An opposition which is difficult to overcome and which is 
well organized” is developing in the United States against the ratifica- 
tion of SALT II in the United States Senate. As the well-known bour- 
geois columnist James Reston writes, it accepts nothing but “secured 
superiority of the United States in the weapons systems of the present 
and the future"27--an objective which to be sure quite a few politicians 
in NATO also are trying to move closer to through their specific concept 
of arms control. 


In spite of all of the lip service, which even the Washington NATO summit 
in May 1979 engaged in with regard to the simultaneous special United 
Nations session on armament at least with respect to arms control concejts, 
it stressed only “major efforts aimed at the rnization and strengthen- 
ing of the alliance's military striking powe and thus considerably 
speeded up the arms race. An “adequate balance,” it says in the final 
communique in that same place, is the goal of these “major efforts." The 
existing military balance throughout the world thus is not accepted by 
NATO. It consequently strives to achieve military superiority for the 
NATO pact. This extremely risky course was reduced undiminished during 
the series of conferences of leading NATO bodies in the summer of 1979. 








Numerous and influential are, in capitalist countries, those forces which 
are connected with the military-industrial complex and which consider 
agreementea on the basis of peaceful coexistence with the countries of 
socialism unnecessary and which consider only << superior ailitary might 
of the Western alliance system acceptable as “security guarantees." 


This is why, last but not least, all statements and committing declara- 
tions by responsible politicians and scientists in the West--who comment 
basically or with clear details and their ow proposals on eras limita- 
tions--c2u therefore be sure of producing serious efforts and responsible 
examinations by the public, by politics, and science in the GR and in 
all socialist countries. Nobody on the side of the Warsaw Pact countries 
will, withcut examination, file away the above-mentioned objectives merely 
because an idea might have been fitted into the overall concept of arms 
control. The decisive factor in acceptance or rejection in each case is 
the concrete value and the possible positive effects of the particular 
measures aimed at progress in military detente and, finally, toward arms 
limitations and disarmament, constituting the ultimate goal of humanity's 
structure agsinst «he arms race. 


Every politician and every government to be sure sooner or later must 
provide evidence that there is agreement between their words and their 
actions, between their program declaration and their practical policies, 
not only in matters of disarmament, security, and peace preservation; 
otherwise they lose credibility among their own nations and internationally. 
It is therefore byno means enough when, for example, the FRG government in 
official general statements again and again comes out in favor of arms 
control and for the limitation of the arms race, when it announces new 
initiatives from time to time with whose help the dragging negotiations 

in Vienna or Geneva allegedly are supposed to be si.arted up again. There 
is no lack of such general announcements. 


But there is a dangerous gap when it comes to specific activities of the 
Bonn government which can be used in terms of negotiating policy toward 
the practical impelmentation of these general announcements, when it 
would be necessary for example to come up with 4etailed responses to the 
proposals from the Warsaw Pact countries concained in the November 1978 
Moscow declaration or in the Budapest communique. Walter Schilling is 
quite correct in criticizing, in the FRG magazine LIBERAL, the fact that 
“especially the European NATO countries are passive when it comes §° 
developing meaningful proposals for arms control and disarmament"’’, This 
deficiency gust be corrected whereby it is at first of secondary importance 
whether thie is done under the slogan of arms control or arms limitations 
and disarmament. 


Although the socialist side basically opposes theoreticians and politicians 
who cultivate a philosophy of arms control and thus objectively divert 
everybody from real armament limitations and disarmament, the socialist 
side nevertheless at the same time does pick up objectively correct 
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discoveries, descriptiong, and constructive suggestions developed on the 
other side and it does move them closer toward solutions. Unfortunately 
we must in this comection recall the destructive practice of disarmament 
negotiators from capitalist countries. They earned a reputation espec- 
ially im 1955 and thereafter of always stepping back from their ow pro- 
posals when the socialist side partly or entirely adopted those proposals 
as its own and when real chances of 4m agreement thus emerged. 


Although we critically challenge the fundamental premises in Baudissin's 
co;cept, we nevertheless must agree with important observations by the 
author and the publications of his institute. Let us mention just one 
example here: Baudissin believes that success in the Vienna troop and 
arms reduction negotiations in Central Europe is impossible so long as 
“the West, in every arms control agreement, is only concerned with con- 
cretely determining its technological superiority. If we do not stop 
this sort of thing, we will never be able in a position to come anywhere 
mear to managing the armament dynamics in Central Europe"29, Let us at 
this point disregard the question as to whether there is any such general 
technological superiority on the part of the West as has been maintained; 
the author basically completely correctly illustrates which of the nego- 
tiating sides presently is the real driving forces behind the arms race. 


Constructive Disarmament Concept of Socialist States 


The foreign and military policy of the socialist countries opposes the 
concept limited to arms control with a complex program of its own aimed 

at ending the arms race, at arms limitations and disarmament, as form- 
lated most recently in the Moscow declaration of the Warsaw Pact countires 
on 23 November 1978 and as specifically spelled out for Europe in the 15 
May 1979 Budapest communique. They believe t “the most urgent task of 
international policy under current conditions"?’* is as quickly as possible 
to bring about a change in negotiations on the suspension of the arms race 
and disarmament. 


A turn away from armament, superarmament, or “controlled armament" toward 
disarmament is the goal here, not to «uchieve an “adequate balance" of the 
military potential on both sides, but in order really and in fact to sove 
from the existing relative balance to a lower level of armaments and thus 
of expenditures as well as dangers and so that one may really guarantee 
more security throughout the world. The program's proposals specifically 
concerning disarmament and the eight-point appeal of the conference ad- 
dressed to all countries and peoples of the world, increasingly to contri- 
bute to the consolidation of peace, the guarantee of security, the devel- 
opment of the detente process, and the expansion of international coopers- 
tion were repeatedly published and extensively commented upon in the GDR 
prese’*. But wherein lie the advantages of this program compared to all 
Western arms control concepts? 











The socialist program equally avoids illusionary euphoria in matters of 
arms limitations, as it avoids paralyzing pessimism. It is most pro- 
foundly realistic precisely in the unity of long-term, far-ranging objec- 
tives and the first practical partial steps which can lead to the final 
goal, that is, general and complete disarmament. Without disregarding 
certain critical points-—-such as the priority of nuclear arms liaitations-—- 
the concept avoids the shackles of indispensable priority; it is flexible 
and open also to counterproposals and new suggestions in any area of 
possible negotiations if they would only serve arms lisitations and thus 
the final goal which is disarmament. 


The program is constructive and comprehensive because it encompasses the 
essential aveas of the international disarmament discussions in their 
reciprocal dependence and mutual effect nuclear weapons disarmament, 
troop and armament reduction, measures to strengthen security guarantees 
in the process of disarmament, as well as the confidence-building measures 
as indispensable “capitalist “ for the initiation and course of the dis- 
armament process. 


This program draws its vital force also from historical experience, from 
consistent advocacy of arms limitations and disarmament by the Soviet 
states already at a time when socialism in the world did not yet have as 
mighty an economic, political, military, and ideological base as it has 
today, because genuine objective prerequisites for the termination of the 
arms race and the transition to disarmament has been created through a 
broad antimonopolist movement of the forces of peace throughout the world 
and to the relative balance achieved in the military pote:ttal of NATO 
and the Warsaw Pact. The program provides activating impetus because it 
orients us toward the real forces that can implement the disarmament 
process--the working masses in the cities and on the farms, the three 
revolutionary main streams of our times, including the protagonists for 
democratic alternatives to the armament process also in the domestic and 
foreign policy of the capitalist states. 


The socialist disarmament program finally is fully consumate with the 
determinations and demands of the United Nations member countries who, 

in the declaration of the 30 June 1978 special session of the United 
Nations, observed that the accumulation of weapons today is far more of 
a threat rather than a protection for the future of mankind and that it 
was therefore “high time to put an end to this situation, to renounce the 
use of force in international relations, and to achieve security through 
disarmament, that is to say, by means of a gradual tut aggestave process, 
starting with a reduction of the current armament level"’’. 


Nations face the alternative of either stopping the arms race and helping 
achieve a breakthrough in disarmament or allowing 4 situation where the 
danger of their own destruction becomes ever greater through the control 
or inhibited arms race. It is the responsibility of each and every one 
to help make gure that mankind, having arrived at these crossroads, vill 
guide its eceps toward securing its existence and ites further social pro- 
gress. 


* 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


SOLIDARITY SUPPORT FOR LDC'S REVIEWED 
Key Areas of Aid Program 


East Berlin DEUTSCHE AUSSENPOLITIK in German Vol 24 No 10, oct 79 signed to 
press 28 Aug 79 pp 52-64 


{Article by Kurt Krueger, general secretary, GDR Solidarity Committee: 
"Solidarity of GDR With Peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America." A 
report on a recent GDR conference on national liberation movements is 
published in JPRS 74350, 11 Oct 79, No 1724 of this series, pp 27-37. 
For another article on GDR relations with the Third World, along with 
references to additional related information, see JPRS 73840, 13 Jul 79, 
No 1698 of this series, pp 20-35] 


[Text] Thirty years of GDR--that also means 30 years of solidarity. Anti- 
imperialist solidarity with all the peoples in Asia, Africa and Latin America 
struggling for national and social liberation has deep social and political 
roots in our country. The GDR Constitution defines the support for states 
and nations fighting against imperialism and its colonial rule and for 
national freedom and independence and social progress as one of the political 
principles of our socialist worker and peasant s*ate.!1 Internationalist 
solidarity is firmly rooted in the SED documents and its practical politics. 
The program adopted by the Ninth SED Congress marks the solidary support for 
the social and national liberation movements in the world and our close co- 
operation with the nationally liberated states as the goal and task of the 
foreign policy to which the SED is dedicated.? 


The GDR's anti-imperialist stance results from the nature of socialist society 
which, free from exploitation, knows neither profiteering nor any intention 

of subjugating other nations. It is based on the sincere friendship and 
brotherhood of the nations, on the principles of proletarian internationalism 
and socialist patriotism. It grows out of Marxism-Leninism, the working 
class ideology, the ideology of the ruling class in socialism. Socialist 
patriotism, proletarian internationalism and anti-imperialist solidarity exist 
in unity. In forming its relations with the peoples of Asia, Africa and 
Latin America, the socialist GDR proceeds from the Leninist principle that 

the national liberation movement and the socialist states are natural as well 
as objective allies in the struggle against imperialism and for social progress. 
Their cooperation in this struggle has been very successful and is gaining 
increasing importance. 
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Traditions of Solidarity 


Solidarity has old traditions. But only since the time that the workers 
class entered the political world arena as an organized force has solidarity 
been a strong weapon in the political struggle. In his “Situation of the 
Working Class in Fngland," the young Engela impressively described in 1848 

the strike forces of the English miners.> He describes not only their cohesion 
in their own ranks and their mutual assistance but also the assistance their 
struggle got from other working class groups. In this donble meaning--the 
firm cohesion of the ones fighting together and the readiness for support and 
sacrifice by other strata of the working class not immediately involved in 
that struggle--the concept of solidarity has entered the vocabulary of the 
international workers movement. Karl Marx called solidarity "tiie life giving 
principle among all workers in all countries.’ In the "Communist Manifesto” 
Marx and Engels formulated as the task of the communists to support everywhere 
any revolutionary movement against the existing social conditions. Shaking 
them up, they demanded: "Proletarians of all countries, unite!"® 


True to the course pointed out by Marx and Engels, the revolutionary forces 
in the party of August Bebel and Wilhelm Liebknecht fought for an inter- 
nationalist line. With resolution, they fought against the colonial policy 
of Germany's ruling circles. 


After being founded in 1918, the KPD adopted the traditions of the anti- 
colonial struggle of the revolutionary German social democracy and carried 
them on in a consistently Leninist manner. 


The idea and concrete form of solidarity then developed further with the 

rise of the Soviet Union, the socialist world system and the national lLibera- 
tion movement. That was demonstrated by the worldwide storm of protest against 
the imperialist powers’ intervention against the young Soviet republic, under 
the slogan “"Hands Off Soviet Russia!" and in Lenin's proposed slogan for 

the Communist International, "Proletarians of All Countries and Suppressed 
Peoples, Unite!"’ This for the first time expressed the identity of interests 
and solidary oneness of the struggle of the three main revolutionary currents 
of the present. 


One year after the triumph of the Great Socialist October Revolution, Ernst 
Thaelmann wrote in ROTE FAHNE: “Looking at the movements of all suppressed 
classes on the global scale, we find their character has changed since the 
proletarian dictatorship seized power in Russia. The strength of the imper- 
ialist suppressors is ten times weaker, the strength of the revolutionary 
Seseneee pangees ten times stronger since the proletariat rules in Soviet 
Russia.” 


Outstanding revolutionaries of the international and German workers movement 
like Julian Marchlewski, Clara Zetkin and Wilhelm Pieck, loyally pledged to 
proletarian internationalism, bravely headed the international Red Aid. 


Activities on behalf of releasing the revolutionary workers Sacco and Vanzetti 
circled the globe. 

















During the Spanish people's freedom struggle German and other antifascists 
joined the ranks of the international brigades. 


The German workers class, having felt a thousand times the enormous s!~ength 
of national and international solidarity during the dark night of fascisa, 
received internationalist class solidarity right in 1945, as soon as Hitler 
fascism was destroyed. Soviet Army soldiers shared their meager rations 
with the Cerman working people. The Soviet Union sent farm tractors to 

the first German worker and peasant power and became its first and principal 
trade partner. 


In the hard years of the new start, in the struggle for independence and inter- 
national recognition, the GDR time and time again received aid from the social- 
ist states but also from many progressive forces in Asia and Africa. It helped 
turn back imperialist attacks, strengthen international respect for the GDR, 
and make it into what it is today--a stable socialist state, firmly anchored 
within the community of the fraternal countries, with an economy that develops 
dynamically and where everything is done for the good of the people. 


Not only did the GDR receive solidarity from its very first day, it also pro- 
vided solidarity. No sooner was it founded than the young republic, in the 

fall of 1949, showed its close solidarity with the strugg'« of the Indochinese 
peoples against the French colonial power. By a genuine flood of protests 

the GDR working people responded to U.S. imperialist aggression against the 
Korean People's Democratic Republic in 1950. A Korea Aid Commission was 

set up under the National Council of the National Front which up to the signing 
of the truce agreement in July 1953 received more than M 16 million in donations 
from the population. In view of the criminal colonial war by French imperialism 
in Indochina, the solidarity movement also expanded into aid for the Vietnamese 
people. A solidarity commission was formed for Korea and Vietnam. The GDR 
working people demonstrated deep sympathy and active concern for the Algerian 
people, starting an 8-year struggle against French colonialism in 1954. From 
solidarity donations, struggling Algeria received solidarity commodities at 

a value of M 12 million. At that time--for the first time out of solidarity 
funds--hundreds of wounded Algerian freedom fighters received medical care 

in the GDR. That kind of aid has in the meantime become a tradition. 


In 1956, support was given to the struggle of the Egyptian people which had 
become the victim of aggression by France, Great Britain and Israel. The 

GDR committee for solidarity with the African peoples, founded in 1960, raised 
passionate protest when the first Congolese premier, Patrice Lumumba, was 
viciously murdered by reaction. Under the slogan “Hands off Cuba!" the GDR 
working people expressed their solidarity with the Cuban people when U.S. 
imperialism in 1961-1962 sought to strangle the socialist revolution in the 
Caribbeans. In those years the Cuba solidarity committee, founded in 1961, 
received circa M 16 million in donations from the population. Many wounded 
Cubans came to the GDR for health care and rehabilitation. Extensive aid and 
support of all kinds the GDR also provided in those years for the struggle 

by the African peoples against colonialism and racism and for social progress, 
the Arab peoples threatened by constant aggression from Israel, the just 
struggle of the Bangladesh people and, not last, the heroic Chilean people. 
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No sooner had the United States started its criminal bombing attacks on the 
Democratic Republic of Vietnam than a veritable people's movement sprang up 
in the GDR, under the slogan “Solidarity Helps Win.” 


In consequence of the growing solidarity movement in the GDR, the GDR Committee 
for Solidarity with the African Peoples, which had been founded in 1°50, was 
expanded in 1964 and renamed Afro-Asian Solidarity Committee of the GDR. 

Since 1973--when solidarity was increased with the Latin American peoples, 
especially with Chile--it has been called Solidarity Committee of the GDR. 


The Solidarity Committee coordinates the solidarity activities of the social 
organizations, institutions and citizens of the GDR. In the foreign policy 
field the committee represents the GDR in dealing with national and inter- 
national solidarity organizations and maintains extensive ties with similar 
committees in Asia, Africa, Latin America and Europe. 


Solidarity--A Political-Moral Power Spanning the Globe 


Today the GDR working people's solidarity movement is an integral part of 

the international front that is constantly growing stronger of all forces 
dedicated to peace, national independence, democracy and social progress. 

The tasks confronting the worldwide anti-imperialist solidarity movement of 
today are most closely connected with the basic problems of humanity, the 
safeguarding of world peace, the ending of the arms race and the introduction 
of disarmament measures. The national and social liberation struggle of the 
peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin America can be successful only if world 
peace is insured, the arms race terminated, the international hotbeds of 
conflict eliminated, and the process of detente expanded into those regions. 
Anti-imperialist solidarity and the struggle for peace thus belong inseparably 
together. 


In his concluding speech at the ninth SED Central Committee session, SED Central 
Committee General Secretary and State Council Chairman Erich Honecker declared: 
“Our party has always regarded peace and anti-imperialist solidarity as inter- 
connected foreign policy tasks and has said so in the ninth party congress 
resolutions. Wholly in that sense we are actively supporting the liberated 

and liberation seeking peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin America. Thereby 

we also implement the agreement made by the Warsaw Pact states of reso)utely 
opposing that imperialist policy which runs counter to the objective require- 
ments in the development of mankind.” 


The pillar on which world peace rests is the force of the socialist community 
headed by the Soviet Union. Its strength, its policy of proletarian inter- 
nationalism and socialist patriotism, has facilitated the revolutionary vic- 
tories of the peoples of Cuba, Vietnam, Laos, Angola, Mozambique, Ethiopia, 

the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen, Afghanistan, Kampuchea and many 
others. This active solidarity by the socialist states with their natural 
allies effectively blocked the aggressive imperialist actions against the 
progressive young states, safeguarded peace in these regions, and significantly 
contributed to the change in the power balance for the benefit of the forces 

of peace and socialism. 














The peoples’ successes in their struggle for detente and social progress 

have brought the anti-detente imperfalist forces more and more actively to 

the fore. It cannot be ignored that the adherents to the Cold War have for 

some time undertaken massive attempts to torpedo the detente process and annul 
what has been achleved. Direct allitary Intervention and aggreasion, Ideologic- 
al diverston, economic pressure, diplomatic moves, maneuvers in demagogucry-- 
all that is part and parcel of the imperialists’ policy. By the shopworn 

phrase of an allegedly communist danger, they seek to splinter the unified 
anti-imperialist campaign operations and separate the national liberation 
movement from its natural and loyal allies. 


In the ones who are in power in Peking and engaged intheir big power chauvinist 
policy, imperialism has found welcome underlings for carrying out its expansion- 
ist objectives. That has been demonstrated for years by Peking's foreign 
policy course against detente, the Chinese leaders’ nay to any disarmament 
proposals, their support for the reactionary imperialist circles in Europe, 

and their being in cahoots worldwide with imperialism on an anti-Soviet and 
antisocialist basis. And above all it is seen by the monstrous military 
aggression of the ones in power in Peking against the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam. 


Hands Off Vietnam! 


The base attack on the peace-loving Vietnamese people was the direct result 

of the policy of blackmail and pressure Peking had been adopting for years 
against Southeast Asia in general and Vietnam in particular. Worldwide out- 
rage and a wave of passionate protest met China's rulers when they hurled the 
torch of their big power chauvinist aggression against socialist Vietnam on 

17 February 1979. They did what Deng Xiaoping had cynically announced during 
his visit in the United States they would do and attacked the brave Vietnamese 
people which, after decades of hard struggle, had just won peace and freedom 
for its country and had started to work on reconstructing its heavily destroyed 
home Land. 


Solidarity with Vietnam--that had always been a deeply felt and active concern 
for every citizen in the GDR. Our solidarity had helped expel the French 
colonialists. We rejoiced with the Vietnamese people over the historic victory 
of Dien Bien Phu. We stood by Vietnam in firm solidarity when it had to 
defend itself against the American aggressors. Its victory over the U.S. 
interventionists and the liberation of Saigon we celebrated as if it had been 
our own business. To us, the solidarity and support for the country's 
peaceful reconstruction after 30 years of war has always been an internation- 
alist class duty which we are fulfilling with all our hearts. Our solidarity 
helps cope with the worst flood disaster to have afflicted Vietnam for as 

long as anyone can remember. Solidarity will also help defend the country 
against all those who find socialism in Vietnam a thorn in their side. 


Immediately after the Chinese attack on Vietnam, the GDR population reacted 
spontaneously and with outrage over this atrocity. The storm of protest 
blowing though our land once again demonstrated that Vietnam can count on us. 
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The citizens of our state proved their class solidarity by making high 
monetary donations. Immeciate measures were initiated, and solidarity 
goods at a value of M 172 million were speedily readied for shipment. 
Aircraft and ships took to Vietnam mainly medicines and bandage materials, 
medical equipment, flour, meat and canned goods, textiles and blankets, 
truck tires and tire tubes, window foil, asbestos cement corrugated boards 
and light construction shops, durable and preserved foodstuffs, ambulances, 
trucks, newsprint and stationery, household gadgets and compunistions 
equipment. 


The Free Cerman Trade Union Federation his put up since 1965, from donations 
of its members, goods valued at over M 5.5 million for Vietnam. 


CDR universities and technical schools and enterprises are at present 
training approximately 6,000 young Vietnamese. 


The GDR also is continuing its solidary aid for main emphasis areas in the 
reconstruction of Vietnam. This in helping in the reconstruction of the 

town of Vinh, various schools in the country like in Pho Yen, the orthopedic- 
technical center in Ba Vi, and the modernization cf the Vietnam-GDR friendship 
hospital. With assistance from the bezirk small-trades chambers of commerce, 
the 65th workshop was completed in Vietnam in 1978. 


Instruction materials supplied, at a value of M 3 millton, have helped the 
government's training program. A special share in that has had the "Schools 
for Vietnam” campaign by the FDJ and the pioneer organization. 


We can be proud of the words of thanks the CPV Central Committee and the 
Vietnam Covernment sent to the SED Central Committee, the State Council 

and the Council of Ministers of the GDR on 12 March 1979. This is what it 
said: “The solidarity and unfailing support by th. GDR for Vietnam will 
forever be a model example of sublime proletarian internationalism, close 
comradeship and brotherhood. They also are an important factor in stimulating 
the broad international solidarity movement for Vietnam. It is a strong 
source of inducement for strengthening our people in its victorious struggle 
against the troops of aggression.” 


Solidarity with Vietnam--and more than ever now! Let us rally still more 
closely, more solidarily, more energetically around the fraternal Vietnamese 
people. 


Liberated Kampuchea 


Another example showing that imperialism cannot halt the revolutionary world 
process is Kampuchea. With glowing hearts we have witnessed the victory of 
the revolutionary liberation front of Kampuchea, the birth of an independent, 
democratic, peace-loving Kampuchea. The criminal Pol Pot/Jeng Sary clique, 
holding on to power solely by bloody terror and foreign assistance, was 
brought down through a revolt by the entire people. The people of Kamvuchea 
took its destiny into its own hands. That is a fact that brought to nought 
Peking’s big power chauvinist plans of building up Kampuchea as deployment 
base for encircling Vietnam. 
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The Democratic Republic of Kampuchea is still bleeding from many wounds the 
hated regime inflicted on the country. Yet its people everywhere are 
approaching the hard job of reconstruction with new confidence. This they 
do, not last with the knowledge that they have good and reliable allies 

in the world. The GDR counts as one of then. 


From donations by FDCB members and other population strata, solidarity ship- 
ments were sent to Kampuchea, including medicines, foodstuffs and field 
hospitals. Our solidarity wi’ accompany the Kampuchean people on its way 
to an independent, neutral, dewocratic Kampuchea, on the way to socialiss. 


Undiminished is our solidarity with the Laotian people which, in the fourth 
year after the victory over U.S. aggressors and their lackeys, is successfully 
laying the foundations of socialism. Hard there too is the legacy bequeathed 
on the young people's power. Not to be ignored there either are the difficul- 
ties the Peking policy makes for the progressive course of development. But 
based on the friendship and solidarity of the Soviet Union, Vietnam, the CDR 
and other socialist states, the problems there can also be solved step by step. 


The devastating flood disaster affected the economic development terribly. 
It inflicted severe damage on the country. As immediate aid, the GDR 
Solidarity Committee in October 1978 dispatched two Interflug charter planes 
with urgently needed goods to Laos. Our solidary assistance for the Laottan 
people in 1978 came to a total of approximately M 3.5 million. At this 
time, 362 young Laotians are receiving training in the GDR. 


Africa--A Continent Awakening 


It has not even been two decades since the "Africa Year” in 1960 that the 
decolonialization process started on the black continent, and since then 
that appendage of imperialist colonial powers has become a continent of 
49 sovereign states. 


Today the struggle of these young African states for freeing themselves 

also from imperialist economic domination has gained much of a drive. Their 
influence on the international plane is also growing constantly. This reveals 
what might well be the most important outcome of the national liberation 
struggle, which is that the peoples and states of Africa, Asia and Latin 
America are becoming an increasingly independent factor of world politics. 

As foreseen by Lenin, millions of people, once objects of history, have now 
become its active creators. 


With their strength increasing, the peoples still racially suppressed in the 
south of Africa are now also about to cross the threshold to freedom, to a 
life of human dignity. The peoples of South Africa, Zimbabwe and Namibia 
are united with each other by the same destiny and the same goal. They 
intend to realize their inviolable right to national independence and to 
their own option for a progressive social order. 








Startled by this development, the racist regimes, supported by international 
reaction, seek to halt the patriots’ just struggle by violence and betrayal 
while they try to prevent the liberation organizations, the Patriotic Front 
of Zimbabwe. the African National Congress (ANC) of South Africe and the 
Southwest African People’s Organization (SWAPO) of Namibia from gaining 
more structure and strength. 


The worldwide fighting front, which grew up especially during the anti- 
apartheid year of 1978, against the racist bastions in the south of Africa, 
and the ever more massive indictment, before an international public, of 
the collaboration between imperialism and the racist regimes have already 
become sufficient reason for disquiet in the capitalist metropolises. And 
then there is another factor which is new: More and more peoples reject 
neocolonialist development models. Countries on the African continent 
pursue socialist orientations and form their socioeconomic development on 

a noncapitalist basis. Several government parties are basing their programs 
and work on Marxism-Leninisna. 


Never and nowhere yet, however, has imperialism accepted voluntarily and 
without resistance any breaking away from its sphere of domination. No 
nation opting for socialism was spared counterrevolutionary attacks. It 
is no different in Africa today. South Africa's racists intervened in 
Angola. To this day they are equipping imperialist-oriented gangs of 
separatists. Southern Rhodesian mercenaries keep attacking Mozambique and 
Zambia. Imperialism and internal reaction seek to stop the revolution in 
Ethiopia. A whole commando of mercenaries landed in the People's Republic 
of Benin to stop the wheel of history. 


But not only an imperialist conspiracy is there in Africa. There also is 

the resolute and effective solidarity of the Soviet Union, Cuba, the GDR 

and other socialist countries and progressive force« from all over the world. 
And one thing history has proven time and time again: International solidarity 
is much stronger than its enemies. 


The solidary aid the GDR and the other socialist states have given to 
struggling Africa goes far back. When in Angola, Mozambique or Guinea- 
Bissau the first fighters rose--still barefoot and ill equipped--against 
the overwhelming stranglehold of the colonialists, they already sensed that 
solidarity. The political an. moral support but also the extensive material 
aid was what inspired their struggle from the outret. Whether that would 
make itself pay in any sense was not what mattered to the GDR. Wo rapid 
victory was as yet thinkable at that time. For a socialist state it is a 
matter of principle to extend solidarity when anywhere in the world the 
peoples rise against their oppressors. When the MPLA in Angola was struggling 
against the Portuguese colonial regime, it meant medicines for the wounded, 
food for the hungry, and schoolbooks for instruction in the liberated areas. 
When after the victory over colonialism the second war of liberation had to 
be conducted against the foreign interventionists, Interflug aircraft with 
solidarity goods aboard landed in Luanda, then closed off. After the hard 








won victory, engineers arrived from the CDR to start up power plants that 
had been destroyed, pilots to help with the development of the port industry, 
physicians to develop the public health system, and FDJ friendship brigades 
to train young Africans to become specialists and repair the urgently necded 
trucks. Each stage has its own suitable form of solidarity. 


Now, when many African states are about to cast off the economic fetters 

of imperialism, our collaboration is assuming still broader dimensions. 

On the basis of equality and mutual advantage, we are deepening our economic 
and scientific-technical relations with those states, ciways proceeding from 
the special needs those countries have. That concerns cooperation in the 
various areas, in the economy as vell as in health, education and training. 
What many years ago started as spontaneous aid for the liberation struggic 
now expresses itself in far-reaching plan quotas and long-term agreements. 
As the African continent, while proceeding toward progress, is changing its 
looks, the degree of collaboration develops with it. In its fundamentals, 
however, it is one and the same thing: the bonds of active solidarity tying 
the GDR to struggling Africa. 


Our solidarity has been lent new and strong impulses by the Africa trip of 
SED Central Committee General Secretary and Chairman of the CDR State Council 
Erich Honecker. At all stations of that fvip, in Libya, Angola, Zambia and 
Mozambique, and in all the meetings with the leaders of the liberation organ- 
izations in Southern Africa, high appreciation was expressed for the GDR's 
clear position in the struggle against imperialism, neocolonialism and 
racism and for its many years of solidarity. 


In 1978, the international anti-apartheid year, the CDR Solidarity Committee, 
thanks to extensive public donations, granted the African liberation organi- 
zations and young independent states solidary aid at a value of approximately 
M 40 million. That included primarily foodstuffs and food fortifiers, vitamin 
preparations and pharmaceuticals, baby food, blankets and clothing, tents 

and school materials. 


Extensive is the part of the solidarity goods going to the liberation organi- 
zations ANC, SWAPO and Patriotic Front. The main poiot there is to relax 
the critical supply situatica in the refugee camps. Because of the great 
urgency for help, 11 speci«l aircraft wers dispatched to Luanda and Lusaka 

in 1978. Other shipments went by sea. 


We received in our repuslic the representatives of the liberation movem 

Joshua Nkomo, Oliver Tambo and Sam Nujoma and discussed how we could si 

more effectively assist in their liberation struggle. A visible express ..« 

of the ever closer solidarity in our struggle is that official representat iv « 

of the three liberation organizations have been accredited at the CDR Solidarity 
Committee and offices were set up for them in Berlin. 


Another important aspect of our solidarity is the printing of publications 
unmasking the crimes of the racist regimes, the printing of newspapers and 
other materials for the liberation organizations, and the production of films 
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and important agitprop materials. Furthermore, 750 African and Arab students 
receive training at present om CDR Solidarity Committee scholarships. in our 
republic's clinics, 180 freedom fighters are receiving medica) treatment . 


We shall continue our deep commitment to the struggle of the African peoples 
for national and social self-determination. Our solidarity goes to the 
patriots in the south of Africa who have stood up to break the chains of 
racism and apartheid. The time is approaching when the racist regimes will 
finally be past history. An African proverb says: “However long the night, 
morning will still come.” 


For Peace and Justice in the Middle East 


The Middle East continues to be a focal point in the historic confrontation 
between progress and reaction. We are gratified to be able to say that--in 
spite of large-scale conspiracies--imperialiaem has failed in its objective 

to destroy the progressive forces in the Middle East, especially the PLO. 
Further consolidating the unity of all PLO segments and strengthening the 
ranks of the Arab states were prerequisite to serving a sound defeat to the 
imperialist and Zionist maneuvers and the separate conspiracies following the 
Camp David mdel. That was also seen at the 14th session of the Palestinian 
National Council in Damascus. At that conference the PLO stressed the need 
for a firm allivwnce with the socialist states, especially the Soviet Union. 


Firm in principle, the GDR has always stood by the side of the Arab peoples 
and helped) them rigorously in their just struggle. To ali attacks by imper- 
ialist forces on the long-suffering Palestinian people and its only legitimate 
representation, the PLO, the GDR has responded by increased political and 
material aid. 


In the UN, in oteer international organizations and at international con- 
ferences, the GDR has always come out rigorously in support of the national 
rights of the Palestinian people. Especially during the annual weeks of 
solidarity with Arab peoples, time and time again the GDR working people 
have impressively been pledging their class solidarity. Further evidence for 
active solidarity: almost 100 Palestinian children from refugee camps get 

to spend an unburdened vacation in the GDR each year. At our universities 
and technical schools there are hundreds of Palestinian students. Wounded 
PLO fighters have for years been cured in the GDR. 


Solidarity with the People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen 


Without limits, the GOR is continuing its solidarity with the People's 
Democratic Republic of Yemen, opposing its internal and external enemies 

and assisting in the development of a society socialist in orientation and 
free from exploitation. The relations of firm friendship and confident col- 
laboration which formed in the joint struggle for peace, detente and social 
progress, and against imperialism and reaction, are being extended and 
deepened. 














We are watching with great respect the penetrating changes that have taken 
place since the start of the democratic people's revolution in April 1978 

in the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan for the good of the working people. 
Supported by the progressive forces of the world, Afghanistan doubtless will 
achieve great success on its path of democratic transformations and thereby 
make its contribution to deepening the peoples’ anti-imperialist struggle. 


On the Side of the Patricts in Latin America 


Nor is the capitalist system spared any crises and conflicts in Latin America. 
External and domestic reaction expected a deadly silence in the revolutionary 
struggle after the fascist putsch in Chile. It did not happen. 


Revolutionary movements in some Latin American countries signal a new upswing 
in the anti-imperialist demicieiic movement. After a struggle lasting more 
than 40 years, the Nicaraguan people has defeated the hated Somoza regime. 

The Sandinistas proclaimed the goal to regain freedom, justice and democracy 
for Nicaragua. The progressive forces can count on our assistance to that end. 
The fighting fronts against the dictatorships in Paraguay, Uruguay and Gucte- 
mala are becoming stronger. The patriots in those countries can count on our 
solidarity as much as the Chilean patriots. 


Chile's tragedy, the way of suffering of that brave Andean people, still 
moves us as deeply as on the day when the news of the putsch by traitorous 
generals against President Allende's people's government was troadcast 
throughout the world. The 6 years since September 1973 have mainly been 

6 years of antifascist resistance in Chile and, simultaneously, 6 years of 
international solidarity, the successes of which thus far are giving us the 
strength for new deeds alongside our Chilean friends and comrades. 


The crisis manifestations in Chile and the patriots’ partial successes in no 
way yet promise the overthrow of the Pinochet regime, however. Still the 
struggle is not ending; stiJl the Chilean people is facing severe tests. 

For that reason is solidarity with Chile more needed than ever. The GDR 
has always thought of itself as a part of the worldwide Chile solidarity 
movement. A solidarity with the Chilean people has grown up which Erich 
Honecker, speaking with Luis Corvalan, called “the greatest social movement 
in the history of the GDR.” That movement has helped getting Lets Corvalan 
and many other Chilean patriots out of prison. 


In solidarity demonstrations in enterprises, schools, institutes and other 
facilities, more than 14 million signatures were collected against the 
Pinochet junta. Nearly 15 million postcards have been putting the fascist 
regime under pressure. Films and other publications help uwneask the fascist 
murderers of Chile before the world public. Our republic's artists and 
creators of culture are expressing their protests through songs, poems and 
works of the visual arts. 





As the most direct expression of our struggle for the life and freedom of 

the persecuted and incarcerated Chilean patriots we may rate the admission 

of 1,500 Chilean emigrants and their being integrated into public life in 

the GDR. They find all the prerequisites here for technically and politically 
preparing themselves for solving their nation's difficult future tasks. The 
night of fascism is going to end in Chile, and the Chilean people will break 
its chains. Our task is and remains to extend our helping hands with all 

the strength and energy we have. 


Solidarity--A People's Movement 


This is what the peoples attacked, oppressed or threatened by imperialism 
have been able to convince themselves of throughout the last three decades 
on all continents: International solidarity was, is and will always be 
the government policy and the intimate concern of all citizens as well in 
the GDR. All of our people's classes and strata are involved in these 
campaigns. Thanks to their various activities, the Solidarity Committee 
gave international aid at a value of approximately M 200 million in 1978. 
The results of donations in the first half of 1979 already permit the con- 
clusion that last year’s sum will be exceeded by far. Our international 
anti-imperialist solidarity provides our friends in Africa and the Middle 
East, our class brothers in Vietnam and Laos, the people of Kampuchea, the 
Chilean patriots and all those forces in the world that are fighting against 
imperialism, fascism and racism, and for social progress and human rights, 
with the feeling that we all belong together. 
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Active Participation a Civic Duty 
East Berlin IPW-BERICHTE in German Vol 8 No 9, Sep 79 pp 22-26 


[Article by Alfred Babing: “Active Solidarity of GDR With Peoples’ Libera- 
tion Struggle: Internationalism and Solidarity Firmly Rooted in GDR--Source 
of Strength for Peoples’ Anti-imperialist Struggle--Neocolonialism, Racism, 
Apartheid Doomed to Failure”™] 


[Text] Solidarity has always played an extremely great role in the struggle 

of the workers class. It arose as an important form of proletarian inter- 
nationalism and has a thousand times met its test as an indispensable political 
weapon against the imperialist system in the struggle of the organized workers 
movement. 


Karl Marx coined the word that solidarity is “the life giving principle among 
all workers in all countries.” The most important leaders of the German 
workers movement like August Bebel, Karl Liebknecht, Rosa Luxemburg, Ernst 
Thaelmann and Wilhelm Pieck were also the ones to have dedicated themselves 
most resolutely to the fulfillment of this obligation, in honors, to the 
peoples struggling for freedom. 


The founding of the GDR also was a victory of proletarian internationalism 
and anti-imperialist solidarity. Thereby thus began on German soil the im- 
plementation of the internationalist traditions set down by Marx, Engels and 
Lenin through the construction of a socialist state. 


Within only three decades such a fundamental change has taken place in our 
country that proletarian internationalism and anti-imperialist solidarity 
are firmly rooted in the thinking and conduct of our people. Together with 
the Soviet Union and the other fraternal socialist states, the GDR stands 
firmly on the side of the peoples that are struggling for national freedom 
and independence and against imperialist suppression, colonialism, neo- 
colonialism, fascism and racism. 


The Crucial Turning Point 


After the end of fascist barbarism and the destruction of the Hitler regime 

by the Soviet Union, the German people faced the task to learn the historically 
correct lessons from the experience of history so full of sacrifice. The east 
of Germany, in the territory of today's GDR, started at once, under SED leader- 
ship, and by consistently implementing the provisions of the Potsdam Agreement, 
to eliminate the socioeconomic and political preconditions for fascism, the 
imperialist policy of aggression and the exploitation and suppression of 

other nations. The Soviet Union in that situation was the resolute executor 

of the democratic provisions in the Potsdam Agreement. It assumed its function 
as the temporary occupation power in implementing decisions of international 
law authority, while it proved itself, due to its deeply internationalist 
stance, the best ally of the German workers class in the struggle against 
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imperialism and fascism. Tnat provided the basic prerequisites for the new 
state of the worker and peasant power in the eastern part of Germany. The 

GDR is a state with traditions based on the resolute struggle against imperial- 
ism, war and aggression which, through constant direct confrontation, had to 
face up to the reestablished imperialist government system in the other part 

of Germany. 


The antifascist-democratic transformation in the CDR, by weakening imperialisna, 
amounted to an important contribution in support of the struggle against im- 
perialist exploitation, oppression and dependency. Under that aspect too, 

the founding of the GDR marks a turning point because this state is in its 
essence anti-imperialist, and is united in solidarity with all nations 

fighting for freedom. In that sense it has since asserted itself in the 
international arena. 


Alongside the Soviet Union and the other socialist states, the GDR has now 

for three decades proven itself a reliable ally of all anti-imperialist forces, 
implementing together with them the goals of the struggle against imperialisn, 
colonialism and neocolonialism. The GDR has created all the preconditions 

for making the friendship with all nations a maxim in the national conscious- 
ness of all its citizens. 


In its first 1949 Constitution already, let alone the Constitution now in 
force, any racial, national or war agitation is strictly forbidden. Thus, 

in the territory of the GDR those forces that had hurled the world into two 
world wars were definitively deprived of the possibility for any anti- 

people activity, while at the same time the socialist state and its social 
organizations adopted as one of their most noble tasks to educate the working 
people in the spirit of international understanding. 


With the construction of socialism in the GDR, the socioeconomic, politica) 

and ideological causes for the monpoly capitalist policy of expansion, 

hatred for nations, chauvinism, racism and racial discrimination were 

eradicated for once and for all. In the GDR society, freed from exploitation 
and suppression, there are no longer any class forces which, through discrimina- 
tion, threats and the suppression of other nations, could gain profit, power 

and influence. 


And so, active solidarity with all people and nations fighting against inm- 
perialist exploitation and suppression, and against racist and colonialist 
discrimination, became a fundamental political and moral norm of conduct 

for every citizen. This is the outcome of an extensive educational effort 
successfully carried out under SED leadership. Considering that this develop- 
ment took place in part of the territory of the German Reich that perished, 
from where the world had been hurled, for imperialist power and profit 
interests, into the most devastating war catastrophes, it becomes clear how 
great of a historic achievement the working class part’ accomplished here. 





Fraternal anti-imperialist solidarity has become an accepted fact of daily 
life in the GDR. SED Central Committee First Secretary Erich Honecker 








referred to that important fact in his ninth party congress report when he 
declared: “The GDR will always stand without reservation on the side of the 
fighters against imperialism and colonialism, and for national lib¢ration on 
all continents."! 


In the Spirit of Friendship With All Nations 


In the conflict with imperialism, the GDR has always made emphatically clear 
that it supports without reservation the nations’ right to freedom and in- 
dependence. Together with the Soviet Union and the other socialist states 
it takes part, for example, in the United Nations in rigorously enforcing 
resolutions by that world organization on eliminating any kind of colonial 
dependency and suppression and on securing the nations’ right to sel f-determina- 
tion. It is a fact often attested to that the GDR already constructively 
participated in implementing this as well as all fundamental UN principles 
and tasks at a time when it was not yet a member of this world organization. 
This active GDR role has illustrated that the struggle against imperialism, 
colonialism and neocolonialism is not a temporary or tactical issue for the 
socialist worker and peasant state but an important basic component of its 
overall policy. 


Already in the GDR position taken on the African Year in 1960, this atitude 
was clearly revealed: “The year 1960 shows the African states that the GDR 
seeks friendly relations on the basis of total equality and provides the 
African nations and states with active political support and solidary aid."2 


At that time the United Nations adopted a declaration, submitted by the 

Soviet Union, on granting independence to the colonial countries and peoples. 
As the experiences of history have shown, it was precisely that declaration 
that became, as it were, the program for the successful struggle by the 
nations of Africa, Asia and Latin America against the colonial and neocolonial 
policy of imperialism. Though no UN member, the GDR fully supported that 
document: “The GDR welcomes the declaration adopted by the 15th UN General 
Assembly on 14 December 1960 on independence for the colonial countries and 
peoples and sees in it a great victory of the forces of peace and progress 
over imperialism and colonialism. The CDR emphatically endorses the proposals 
submitted to the 15th UN General Assembly by the Soviet Union which are aimed 
at the complete qe definitive elimination of the colonial regime in all its 
manifestations.” 


This GDR policy is always to be understood only as an active invo]vement in 
the international class conflict to offer political and material solidarity 
to the progressive forces in all parts of the world and push back the forces 
of reaction. 


On the occasion of many conflicts, military adventures and aggressions imper- 
ialism had been spoiling for in the past, there has always been evidence, 
within the scope of the solidary ties among the anti-imperialist forces, 

that the GDR would stand by the side of those who defended the freedom and 
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iniependence of the nations. When U.S. imperialism in 1950 attacked the 
Korean Democratic People’s Republic, the first large solidarity mass move- 
ment developed in the GDR, and many others followed later. Aid committees 
sprang up in many towns and communities. Lots of money and goods was donated, 
and Korean children were admitted to the GDR for longer periods. Similar 
campaigns developed spontaneously while French imperialism was conducting 

its bloody colonial war against the Algerian people from 1956 to 1962 and 

U.S. imperialism was seeking to destroy the Cuban revolution in 1961 and 1962, 
and during the imperialist aggression against the Arab peoples in 1956 and 
1967 and against the Congolese people in 1960 and 1964. 


These few examples, that could easily be multiplied, of imperialist provocations 
clearly show the urgent need for firm anti-imperialist alliance relations among 
the progressive forces in the world. The GDR's party and government leadership, 
together with our entire population, has always assigned a high political place 
value to this matter. The Vietnam example has attested to that time and time 
again in all these years. 


"Solidarity Helps Win" is the slogan under which in all of the GDR a patriotic 
mass movement has been growing for years in support of the fraternal Vietnamese 
people. Up to the signing of the Paris Agreement in January 1973, the material 
aid given by the GDR people and government had been approximately M 1.5 billion. 
But money donations are only one side of solidarity. They call for being brought 
to realization materially, by goods and services, which has been done with an 
equal amount of elan by the GDR working people. By special aircraft and ships 
we dispatched to Vietnam machinery and equipment, industrial equipment, medi- 
cation, blood, medical equipment, electrical equipment, sewing machines, bi- 
cycles, crop protection materials, instruction materials and school equipment 
and many other commodities. GDR scientists and technicians, engineers and 
specialists helped and are helping in the reconstruction of Vietnam's economy, 
which imperialist aggression had destroyed. Some 10,000 young people from 
Vietnam are being trained in the GDR. The GDR is taking part in the recon- 
struction of the town of Vinh and in that of hospitals and educational and 
cultural institutions. So the people of the GDR, in a large solidarity 

movement embracing all continents, has helped the brave Vietnamese people 

in defending itself against all imperialist aggressors. 


Be it in Asia, Africa or Latin America--for the peoples on all continents 
the Vietnam example symbolizes our worldwide solidarity in the struggle against 
imperialism and war. 


Unmasking Imperialist Aggressiveness--Solidarity'’s Chief Purpose 


The fighters for peace, freedom and progress have always considered it their 
duty to unmask imperialism and all its overtor covert aggressive and anti- 
human machinations. This is an important requirement of the struggle of 

the revolutionary workers class. Taking account of it has helped conducting 
the struggle against imperialism, war and aggression with growing success. 
It became obvious all along that imperialism in all stages of the conflict, 








since 1917, to disguise its aggressive policy, has made anticommunism and 
anti-Sovietism the main content of its anti-peoples propaganda. It has been 
pursuing a number of targets thereby. On the one hand, it has been secking 

to discredit socialism, the ultimately only real alternative for the 
capitalist system of exploitation and oppression, to keep the peoples away 
from anti-imperialist struggle. On the other hand, today more than ever 
before, anticommunism and anti-Sovietism are directed against the objectively 
compelling alliance between real socialism, the workers class in the capitalist 
countries and the national liberation movement. In their working together, 
aggressive imperialist policy finds an insurmountable obstacle. That has 

been an extremely important factor in the many strategic defeats imperialism 
has suffered. 


The Ninth SED Congress solidarity appeal makes a special point of these 
interconnections: “Anticommunism and its main form, anti-Sovietism, are 

the ideology of blackest reaction. It was anticommunism that sponsored the 
fascists when they were organizing their mass destructions ani persecuted 
and slew the best of our people and other peoples. Through that anti-human 
ideology, German monopoly capital drove millions of people into World War II. 
All imperialist crimes against the peoples’ freedom struggle bear the mark 

of Cain of anticommunism."4 


From the experiences with German imperialist policy, with its fateful historic 
results for the German people, the GDR has always derived its special inter- 
nationalist obligation to unmask and reject the anticommunist machinations 
and aggressive policy of FRG imperialism. Over long years the GDR was com- 
pelled to fight hard against being politically and economically discriminated 
against, which had been organized, in particular, by FRG imperialism--with 

its sole representation presumption--in opposition to the first socialist 
state on German soil. By the notorious Hallstein Doctrine it organized 

the international conspiracy of monopoly capital, joint by the NATO countries, 
and ultimately aimed at destroying the GDR. 


That imperialist strategy met with ignominious defeat because of the growing 
strength of the GDR, the fraternal support by the Soviet Union and the other 
socialist states, and the firm solidarity with the GDR of all progressive 
forces in all countries. Almost all countries which only a few years ago 

still brusquely withheld political and diplomatic recognition of the GDR 

today maintain normal relations with it under international law, and that 

also includes, far from last, the FRG. This fundamentally altered position 

of the GDR has also strengthened its position in the anti-imperialist struggle. 


More and more the GDR, having received much solidarity since it was founded, 
is in the position to grant its own solidarity in supporting the struggle 
for freedom, independence and social progress. 
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The Struggle Acainst the Racist Regimes and Their NATO Allics 


Southern Alrcica today present a special field of confrontation with naco- 
colonialism and racis=. In that region, in contrast to general internat loual 
developments, there [i. st came a certain advance, after World War II, of the 
counterrevolutlonary, reactionary forces of racism and fascist terror finding 
its class basis in the South African and international monopoly bourgeoisie. 
The multinational trusts and NATO states engaged themselves especially 
intensively and copiously in that area. 


The reasons for it are clear enough. Southern Africa is one of the most 
important raw material areas of the capitalist world. Imperialism regards 

the racist regimes as one of the most important guarantees for insuring 

its domination on the African continent. At the expense of the self-determina- 
tion right of the peoples in South Africa, Namibia and Ztmbabwe, oppression 
and exploitation relations were to be maintained forever in southern Africa. 
In spite of that, the national liberation movements, aided by a broad anti- 
imperialist solidarity movement, will also defeat that reactionary conspiracy. 
The peoples of Angola, Mozambique, Guinea-Bissau, Cape Verde and Sao Tome and 
Principe confirmed this assurance a few years ago when, with internationalist 
support, they destroyed the Portuguese colonial empire that had also enjoyed 
NATO imperialist assistance. 


The GDR, from the very beginning of that armed struggle, assisted politically 
and materially in the liberation struggle of the former Portuguese colonies 
and maintains solidarity with the peoples in those countries to this day. 
Things are similar in the GDR's relations with the peoples of South Africa, 
Namibia and Zimbabwe and their liberation organizations, the African National 
Congress of South Africa (ANC), the Southwest African People's Organization 
(SWAPO) and the Patriotic Front of Zimbabwe. 


The GDR never recognized the fascist apartheid regime of South Africa and 

the illegal regime of Southern Rhodesia that assumed power through a coup, 

nor does it have any relations with them. The speech by SED Central Committee 
General Secretary and Chairman of the GDR State Council Erich Honecker to the 
Chairman of the UN Anti-Apartheid Commission Leslie 0. Harriman once again 
clearly underlined the irrevocable position of the GDR: “The GDR, like many 
other states, maintains no relations with South Africa. It is of the opinion 
that any political, military and economic cooperation with the racist regime 
must be stopped."> 


At the sessions of the UN General Assembly and other UN organizations, and 
at all international conferences attended by CDR representatives, the GDR 
has most severely condemned the policy of race discrimination, apartheid 

ani colonialism. It has been asking for rigorous international boycott 
measures there against the racist regimes and time and again condemned their 
support by the NATO states.® 








The CORK regards the aamaskiog of the collaboration between the Impertalist 
lorces and the cacists as one of the most Important components of Its policy 
of solidarity with the peoples struggling for their rights and freedom. It 
is mainly a matter here of revealing the imperialist lie which pretends that 
there are some specifics that justify the regimes in Pretoria and Salisbury 
which necessitated none but “negotiated solutions.” Yet those regimes, 

in their class quality and class structure. ate products of the capitalist 
system, just as the brutal exploitation of the black population is a 

result of capitalism. There is a great importance in explaining the con- 
nection between imperialism and all manifestations of racism, apartheid and 
colonialism in our solidary attitude toward the just liberation struggle of 
the peoples in southern Africa. It alone can explain why the imperialist 
NATO powers have never changed their close political, economic and military 
collaboration with the racist regimes for more than three decades. 


Against the Deception Maneuvers of Rightist Social Democracy 


fhe historic changes and altered power balance in the world today compe! 

the politicians in the capitalist countries to act as if they had always been 
against racism and apartheid. While spreading that lie, monopoly capital 

is getting political-ideological fire support, above all, from the rightist 
social democratic Leaders. Those representatives seck to find a way out 

of the intensifying crisis of neocolonialism, which includes also the imper- 
ialist South Africa policy. Here one finds the consequence of the fact 

that imperialism there as well as in other areas of the international class 
contlict is compelled to take steps toward increased accommodation. At the 
10th SED Central Committee session, Hermann Axen described that strategy as 
follows: “Especially also in Africa, the international soci] democracy 

seeks to split the revolutionary forces. Verbally it is surporting the 
struggle against racism, apartheid and, to some extent, ueocolonialism as well. 
The parties in the Socialist International, headed by the SPD, are propagating 
in the developing countries those very reformist social conceptions of 
socialism which nowhere in the world have led to the abilition of capitalist 
exploitation. It is impossible to hide, however, that precisely those govern- 
ments that are run by the social democratic roe have proven thervelves 
everywhere as pacemakers of neocolonialism." 


That imperialist strategy can be observed in southern Africa, for instance 

in the most recent activities by the imperialist states in installing puppet 
regimes in Namibia and Zimbabwe, as well as on other continents. It confirms 
the growing importance attached to unmasking the various neocolonialist 
maneuvers of imperialism as well as to the active solidarity in the freedom 
struggle of the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America. 


Solidarity--Concern of the CDR's Party, Government, State and People 


The solidarity movement today is a firm component of the political activitics 
of the GDR working people. Through its Solidarity Committee, founded 
on 22 July 1960, along with its widely proven political solidarity with the 
oppresse! and racially persecuted peoples and their liberation movements, 








the GOR has sent extensive material solidarity commodities and funds coming 
from donations and solidarity campaigns in all strata and groups of the GDR 
popu ation. 


Values going into the millions go, by sea or air, each year to Africa, Asia 

and Latin America to furnish the struggling peoples with urgently needed 
supplies. This includes the follosing activities as organized and financed 

by the Solidarity Committee: Medication, bandage materials, blankets, clothing 
and foodstuffs for the liberation movements; admitting wounded liberation 
fighters to CDR medical care institutions; free training for technicians, 


students and other specialists in the GDR; the production of edu: ‘tional 
and information material for developing educational systems in reas 
controlled by the liberation movements or states already indepencent; and 


the printing and production of agitprop materials (journals, brochures, 
posters, stickers) the liberation mo:'ements can use for disseminating their 
political objectives. 


As Kurt Seibt, chairman of the Central Auditing Commission under the SED 
Centra, Committee, and president of the GDR Solidarity Commission, announced 
in his speech ac the expanded presidial conference of the GDR Solidarity 
Commission on 15 February 1979, the solidarity fund took in, in 1978 alone, 
approximately M 200 million. 


Supporting UN campaigns against racism and apartheid remains an important 
priority in the GDR's anti-imperialist solidarity policy. The UN resolution 
taken in 1973 on sponsoring an international decade of struggle against 
racism and racial discrimination is something the GDR regards as an extremely 
important contribution to eradicating racist ideology and policy. That 
resolution was taken upon the initiative of the socialist states and the 
overwhelming majority of the developing countries, for which reason it also 
meets with rigorous support from both groups of states. 


For that occasion the GDR set up a special committee, "'Kampfdekade’ Agaiast 
Racism and Racial Discrimination,” to which outstanding personalities of 
political and public Life belong and in which all parties and mass organiza- 
tions of the GDR also are represented. The Solidarity Committee Likewise 

is a member of this organization. It coordinates the national measures 
taken in the struggle against racism and apartheid. 


The successful struggle by the peoples for freedom and independence, especially 
through the help from anti-impertalist solidarity, has brought out clearly, 
particularly in recent times, that solidarity and peace struggle form an 
indivisible unity. The fundamental problems of our times, the struggle for 
peace, international detente and disarmament, can be solved only through a 
resolute collaboration among all peoples and all continents. There is more 

and more of a realization that the struggle against the imperialist arms race 
policy and for enforcing concrete disarmament measures gains in effectiveness 
and scope to the extent it is supported by the anti-imperialist forces in 

the countries of Africa, Asia and Latin America. 








The same reactionary forces that intransigently defend the residues of 
colonialism and are keeping racism and apartheid alive are also the ones 
standing in the front rank of those who are subverting the ending of the 

arms race. On the other side, however, forces are advancing which are 
fighting for the safeguarding of peace and for the peoples’ freedom and 
independence as much as for social progress. They will win further victories, 
and the CDR will make its contribution to that. 


FOOTNOTES 
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CERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


NEW AMBASSADOR IN BOTSWANA--Horst Koehler, GDR ambassador to Botswana, was 
received in Gaborone by President Seretse Khama for the handing over of his 
letters of credence. In the ensuing talk, Seretse Khama paid tribute to the 
GDR's support for the national liberation movement and the social progress of 
the peoples of Africa, especially in Southern Africa; he advocated the fur- 
ther develpment of the relations between Botswana and the GDR. [East Ber- 
lin NEVES DEUTSCHLAND in German 10-11 Nov 79 p 2 AU] 


ALD TO APGHANISTAN-~An aid shipment of the GDR Red Cross was sent to Afghan- 
istan on 9 November 1979 in response to a request by the Red Crescent Society 
of Afghanistan. [East Berlin NEVES DEUTSCHLAND in German 10-11 Now 79 p 2 AU] 


ACCORD WITH SWEDISH ACADEMY--An accord on the development and deepening of 
the cooperation between the GDR Academy of Sciences and the Royal Swedish 
Academy was concluded in Berlin on 9 November 1979. The document, which is 
valid for the years 1980-81, was signed by the presidents of the two aca- 
demies, Dr Werner Scheler and Dr Gunnar Hoppe. [Text] [East Berlin NEVES 
DEUTSCHLAND in German 10-11 Now 79 p 2 AU] 


SOLIDARITY AID TO ANGOLA--"On 9 November 1979 GDR Ambassador Horst Schoen, 
while onboard the vessel Wismar in the port of Luanda, handed over an exten- 
sive solidarity shipment for the Angolan MPLA Labor Party. The latest 
shipment of the GDR's solidarity committee consists of urgently needed 
children's outerwear, textiles, footwear, blankets, and foodstuffs. It was 
financed from solidarity gifts of the working people, particularly of FDGB 
members." Antonio Joao da Silva Sebastiao Lengue, director for internation- 
al relations of the FRELIMO Labor Party Central Committee, stated, when ac-~- 
cepting the gifts, that the GDR has always sided in solidarity with all peo- 
ple struggling for their national and social liberation. [East Berlin NEVES 
DEUTSCHLAND in German 12 Nov 79 p 2 AU) 


JOURNALISTS SEMINAR--A 2-month seminar with leading staff workers from eight 
African and Arab news agencies was concluded in Berlin on 9 November 1979. 
The seminar, which was sponsored by ADN and the GDR Association of Journal- 
ists, provided an opportunity for an exchange of experience about the 





management, planning and organization of journalistic work of news agencies. 
During their stay, the participants were also received for talks at the SED 
Central Committee's agitation department, the foreign ainistry, and the GDR 


Solidarity Committee. [Text] [East Berlin NEVES DEUTSCHLAND in German 
12 Nov 79 p 2 AD] 


GDR RED CROSS DONATIONS--Since 1954, 112 countries have received aid ship- 
ments from the GDR's Red Cross. Shipments with urgently needed medicines, 
vitamines, bandaging materials, tents, blankets, and other goods helped to 
alleviate need caused by natural catastrophes or military conflicts. Many 
Red Cross or Red Crescent organizations in developing countries have re- 
ceived teaching appliances or visual aid equipment, among other things, for 
the training of medics. The list of aid shipments includes as recipients 
Algeria, Ethiopia, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India, Kampuchea, Laos, Lebanon, 
and Vietnam. Prof Dr Werner Ludwig, president of the GDR's Red Cross, 
pointed out this statement of accomplishments and other results of interna- 
tional activities and noted that the organization, which comprises more than 
600,000 members, enjoys great prestige within the International Red Cross 
organization. [East Berlin NEUES DEUTSCHLAND in German 12 Nov 79 p 2 AU] 
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HUNCARY 


ROOTS OF NATIONALISM BEFORE, DURING WORLD WAR i TUDIED 
Budapest TARSADALMI SZEMLE in Hungarian No 10, 9 pp 38-49 


/Article by Dr Istvan Pinter, senior member of the Institute of Party History 
of the MSZMP Centra) Committee: “Hungarian Nationalism Before and During 
World War 11"/ 


‘Text/ With this article we do not want to give new life to the debates 

taking place on the question of nationalism, but neither do we want to hold 
aloof from them. Their timeliness is justified by the fact that certain 
nationalist tendencies have strengthened recently both within and beyond our 
borders, or certain problems are being approached in a nationalist way in some 
memoirs, works or even studies and articles. In addition our historical 
qwareness and the concrete nationalist manifestations may, in more than one 
case, originate in or be attributable to the very complex and vehement nation- 
alist stream between the two world wars. It only adds to this that nationalism 
existed as a sort of “anti-Hitlerism” on the ewe of and during World War IT! 

in the antifascist struggles here and in other countries, often with a positive 
content in the given period but appearing later 11 a negative form after the 
liquidation of fascisna. 


Only a consistent facing of our own past and deteriuined, concrete struggle 
against our own nationalism, not limited to generalities, will help us to 
liquidate this dangerous disease--even amidst the cenditions of socialisa. 
Only this will give us the right to criticize the nationalism of other 
countries, which always had a mutual relationship to the domestic variety, 
sometimes even stimulating the latter. 


In hie works Lenin frequently called attention to the fact that bringing 

ip the problem of nationalism in general was not worth a wooden nickle. In 
the Marxist examination of social questions, and thus national questions, 
Lenin always considered it fundamental that this should be done within 
concrete historical frameworks so that we could place the problem coming up 
for analysis, in our case nationalism, “within definite historical frameworks, 
taking into consideration those concrete peculiarities which differentiated 
this country from other countries in the same historical period." 
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When discussing the historical role of Hungarian nationalism during World 
War Il we cannot dispense with an outline of the anticedents. 


At the turn of the century Hungarian nationalism was a fundamental political 

and ideoiogical garb for the interests of the large estates and large capital, 
for the imperial] “ungarian idea, for the creation of a Great Hungary independent 
of Austria and for the oppression of the nationalities living here. The 
Hungarian ruling classes “conceived of" their power over the non-Hungarian 
peoples living in the Carpathian basin as a “mission” and “historic calling” 

and they denied the justice of the national existence of the other aationalities. 
Thus the idea that the Hungarians deserved the leading role in Southeast 

Europe became an integral part of the idea of “the thousand year Hungarian 
state” which was filled with bourgeois content at the turn of the century. 


Hungarian nationalism suffered serious damage in 1918 with the loss of World 
War I, the break up of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy and the creation of 
national states--Austria, CC’ wwslovakia, Hungary, Romania, Poland and 
Yugoslavia--on its territo_/. It is ture that Hungary also became an 
independent state, but only as one of the national states which came incto 
being im 1918--and territorially the smallest and the only loser. This 
practically “carried off" everything which had been incorporated in the 
flungarian nationalist goal of dualism. The defeat was ously added to by the 
social change resulting from the 1918 bourgeois democratic revolution and 
the 1919 socialist revolution and the victory and brief existence of the 
Hungarian Republic of Councils. 


After the overthrow of the dictatorship of the proletariat wi.a “outside 
help"--the support of the entente and the intervention of the Czech and 
Romanian bourgeois armies--Hungarian nationalism not only rewon its earlier 
role but got a new one, more important than ever before. The revolutions 

of 1918 and 1919 shook the hope and conviction of the Hungarian ruling classes 
that their power was “eternal.” The Trianon treaty, adopted earlier by way 

of overthrowing the Council Republic and signed in 1920, destroyed the imperial 
Hungarian dreams formulated at the turn of the century. 


Trienon really was an unjust, imperialists peace. Wot only because it made 
significant concessions to the greed of the bourgeoisie who had come to power 
in the newly formed neighboring states but primarily because its goal wai 

to divide and bring into opposition the peoples of Central Europe and hirder 
a resolution by revolutionary means of the social charges which had satured. 
It was an unjust and imperialist peace also because it aided the consolidation 
of the forces of counterrevolution after the defeat of the revolutions of 
1918 and 1919. Only a victory of the revolutionary forces in Central end 
Eastern Europe could have prevented Trianon. The Hungarian counterrevolution 
was helped to power and supported by exactly those great western powers which 
had forged Trianon. 


The national boundaries drawn on the basis of the peace treaty were a step 
forward in the process of creating independent states which were more unifors 
nationally but even at the civil level the new countries were unable to solve 














the problems of groups of peoples forced into a nationality situation, especially 
not the problems of the Hungarians who had until then been “accustomed to 

rule" and now found themselves a national minority. The national bourgeoisie 
which had seized political power in the neighboring countries wrapped their 
‘reviously just unification and liberation aspirations in nationalist garb 


ind tried, from positions of power, to use them for expansionist purposes-- 


which ¢.* set even serve their own national interests. By proposing a national 
unity of interest transcending classes they tried simultaneously to consolidate 
the newly created national states, defend the expansionist territorial 
acquisitions and, last but not least, frustrate the aspirations of the 
proletartan revolution. 


‘nus the ruling circles of the neighboring countries succeeded in getting 

the Slovak, Romanian and Serbian workers and poor peasants to accept tempor- 
‘ily--at the most critical time--the false, nationalist argument that in the 
‘tional question their basic class interests were identical to the interests 

of the ruling classes. On this basis they succeeded in postponing the possi- 

bility of the proletarian revolution in their own countries, getting them to 
iccept the intervention against the Hungarian Council Republic and getting 

them to recognize, in part, the Trianon treaty as a just peace. Thereafter 


the old contradictions which served as a basis for nationalism appeared in a 
new torm. 


The Hungarian counterrevolution which came to power with the overthrow of 

the revolutions tried to exploit to a maximal degree the "national crisis" 
roduced by Trianon. The revision of Trianon became a “national goal." The 
Lords of power exploited the national bitterness and damaged national self- 

esteem due to the unjust territorial decisions of the peace treaty as a too! 

to find an internal mass base for demanding the restoration of Great Hungary. 

fhe Hungarian ruling classes tried to stress those articles of the peace treaty 

which broadened the sphere of an ensured the mass influence of Hungarian 

nationalism. They were aided in this by the nationalities policies employed 

by the so-called successor states against Hungarians as a reaction to earlier 

Hungarian policy and by the uncertain fate of the Hungarian population streaming 

to Hungary from there. 


\s so often in the course of our history, the Hungarian ruling classes also 
tried to make their own class interests appear to be the interests of the 
nation and tried to get the broad masses to accept them as national interests. 


The counterrevolution tried to promote the old chauvinist, imperialists goa.s 
by bringing to the fore now the real or felt national affronts. In both 
politics and ideology they tried unalterably to realize the atmosphere of the 
“great nation “ nationalism under dualism. They succeeded in bringing together 
in a manner difficult to separate in Hungarian political public thinking the 
understandable national sensitivity due to the loss of territories inhabited 

by Hungarians with the great power, nationalist demand for the restoration 

of the “thousand year historical Hungarian state” and thus they established 

the revanchist mood toward the neighboring countries. 
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ihe demand for the revision of Trianon served the goal of turning attention 
irom the seclal backwardness of the system and from the reactlonary character 
vf the politica! arrangements. [It also served to persuade the working masses 
not to expect a bettering of their fate from real national liberation and 
from a transformation of social relationships but rather to believe that the 
future of the nation depended on regaining the lost territories. Thus the 
territorial question became the only guiding and primary function of the 
country's foreign policy and everything was put into the service of this goal. 
Thus no one could dare to call attention to the real social problems without 
risking the charge of treason, no one could dare to urge even temperance or 

a consideration of realities in foreign policy. Every progressive idea was 
stifled by alluding to order, discipline and national unity, which was the 
precondition for the realization of the “great national goal."- 


By virtue of the demand for a revision of Trianon “reborn” Hungarian nationalism 
played a certain integrative, unifying and catalyzing role in prolitical 
thinking, in developing in any case the uniform ideology of the counter- 
revolutionary fascist system and in “harmonizing” the often opposed interests 
of the classes and strata in power or those supporting them. From the 
beginning to the end of the regime this nationalism--coupled with anticommunist 
and anti-Semitic agitation--was the only “solid” idea in the ideology of the 
counterrevolution, accepted or tolerated by virtually every political trend 

and which played a determining role in influencing the social awareness of the 
broadest masses. The Linking of Trianon to the 1918 and 1919 revolutions 

ind presenting it as a consequence thereof made the regime and its ideology 
capable of opposing and declaring war on every progressive idea and those 
representing them, before all else Marxism and the Marxists, capable of 
presenting the communists and socialists to society as a whole as nationless, 
homeless and thus to be prosecuted. 


Thus nationalism was one of the chief ideological and political tools for the 
formation and consolidation of the counterrevolutionary fascist regime, 

and by making use of the school, the press, the pulpit and every other forum 

it was capable of infecting the thinking of the broadest strata of society, 
presenting the causes of the real social problems affecting the country in 

a distorting mirror. It was a suitable tool for keeping alive the “national 
self-awareness" which served the regime, for mobilizing in the interest of 

the ruling classes the forces opposed to social progress and for getting 
iccepted the contacts with or the search for alliances with the most reactionary 
governments or political groups of Europe. 


in the 1920's nationalism served to consolidate the regime and to keep 
constantly on the agenda the “national affronts" suffered by the courtry; 

from the middle 1930's, however, there was a change in this. An aggressive 
form of nationalism came to the fore which increasingly encouraged reactionary 
ction and the realization of territorial revisions and profiting from the 
initial successes of this tried to conceal the policy which was plunging the 
country into catastrophe. The relationship of certain political groups to 
fascist Germany was a determining element coupled to this. 








The Horthy regime tried to master the ever deepening economic, politica! and 
social problems due to the economic crisis by increasing nationalism on the 
ideological front and by renewing the extremist positions regained after the 
consolidation of the regime. The coming to power of Hitler, the buildup cf 
Nazi power and the unfolding of its aggressive foreign policy not only 
Strengthened this trend of nationalism but also the bearers thereof, the ever 
strengthening extreme right wing, found support in it. The policy of Nazi 
Germany, which declared war on the Versailles peace, shifted Hungarian 
revisionist aspirations from the field of propaganda increasingly to the 
plane of political action, while simultaneously strengthening it. Thereafter 
the demand for a concrete realization of the revision became an organic part 
of the program of the Combos government. The words of Dimitrov, spoken at 
the Seventh Congress of the Communist Internationale in connection with the 
sources of the mass effect of fascism, precisely apply to Hungarian fascism 
too: “Fascism not only fans up deep rooted prejudices in the masses, it 

also plays a deceitful game with the best feelings of the masses, their love 
of justice and even sometimes their revolutionary traditions.” Fascism 
“appears before the masses in the mask of defender of the of ended nation. 

lt turns to offended national feelings; German fascism, for example, has 

won the masses with the ‘anti-Versailles’ slogan... It issues slogans which 
are most enticing to the masses who are for the moment politically immature."3 


And he added to this that fascism always adjusts its demagogy to the national 
peculiarities of the given country. 


the demand for the revision of Trianon was to be the binding element which 
“united” not only the lords and servants of the regime but also no small part 
of the working masses in the support of German fascism. Beginning in the 
middie 1930's even parties and groups to the left of the government embraced 
revisionism as their own; there were differences only in the methods of a 
solution. There was a renaissance at this time of the “imperial idea,” the 
“idea of the state of Saint Stephen,” the conception of “a small people--a 
large nation.” On the eve of World War I! there was hardly any propaganda 
tool--daily, periodical, radio, etc.--which would have withdrawn itself from 
the debate being conducted under the title “empire and mission." In the course 
of this, using various “spiritual historical,” geopolitical, historical, etc. 
arguments, they repeatedly tried to formulate or reformulate the “imperial 
rights" cf the Hungarian ruling classes to all of the Carpathian basin. The 
goal was to participate in the great international “contest” being prepared 
for the hoped for restructuring of Europe. The most essential message of 
these nationalist thesis being formulated in various ways was that the great 
historic mission of the Hungarians consisted of organizing, uniting and 
defending the peoples living in the Carpathian basin. The historical past 
had predestined them for this for it had proved over a thousand years that 
they were capable of fulfilline this mission. 


This ideological stream got especially wide publicity with the help of the 
church; the Holy Year (August 1937 to August 1938) played a role which 
captivated public opinion and really mastered the political mood of the 
country; the Eucharistic congress held in Budapest in May 1938 provided it 
with an international forum going beyond the borders. It is true that in this 
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case there was still an attempt toward an opening in two directions. That 

is, these events were also used against the extreme right wing by the con- 
servative wing of Catholicism--and those whe joined them--to express their 
opposition to Hitler and the extreme right wing. Later, however, and especially 
after the Anschluss, this conservative Catholic wing gradually lost strength; 
the hope of revision and the foreign policy successes of the Nazis increasingly 
forced the anti-Nazi trends into the background. Thus it was not by chance 

that more than one democratic intellectual trend of the age--for example 

the movement of the populists--could not entirely extricate itself fror 
nationalist influences with various motivations. 


The strengthening of nationalism, as always, was now accompanied by an 
increase in the struggle against progressive political forces and intellectual 
currents, by an immeasurable fanning up of anti-Semitism and by the adoption, 
one after another, of the Jewish laws. By the end of the 1930's not only did 
the persecution of the communists increase but in many areas they tried to 
extend this to the legal social democrat movement also. The extreme right 
wing demanded the liquidation of the socialist organizations. The government 
and the forces “to the left" of it were satisfied with "less." They only 
wanted furcher restrictions on the legal labor movement, demanding that they 
give up internationalism and deny Marxism. The entire propaganda apparatus 
of the Horthy regime--as is well known--led in the attack against the French 
and Spanish popular front and in the vilification of the Spanish freedom 
struggle. 


The nationalism which had strengthened on the soil of revision reached its 
peak at the moment of the concrete realization of revision. In the course 
of the Vienna decisions and other actions territories were joined to Hungary, 
by so-called “peaceful means," and this whipped nationalism and chauvinism 
to unknown heights. Other factors, however, played a role in this also. 


The territorial adjustments executed through the good offices of Hitler 
coincided with a series of political and social events and economic results 
which seemed to justify the propaganda slogans voiced by the lords of the 
system for two decades-- “Truncated Hungary is no country, whole Hungary is 
paradise!" In the wake of the so-called Gyor program and as a result of 

the developing war boom more than 100,000 umemployed persons attained jobs 
within a few years. The military draft and the increased demand for 
agricultural products also had an effect in the direction of elminiating 
unemployment. The expansion of the internal and external market put an end 

to the agricultural cirsis which had lastcd for several decades. The greatest 
fear of the s rkers, unemployment, gradually ended and the standard of living 
temporarily tree. In the beginning wage increases and various newly introduced 
social allowances such as the 8-hour day, paid leave, family supplements, 

etc. contributed to this too-especially in the munitions industry. 


In the wake of the territorial annexations and the Jewish laws adopted and 
implemented in 1938-1939 and other measures college graduates who had been 
without positions earlier and bankrupt Christian citizens, who largely 
supported the regime, took the places of the Jewish, Slovak, Carpatho-Ukrain, 
Romanian and Serbian intellectual and petty bourgeois strata (merchants, 
industrialists, entrepreneurs, etc.). The so-called Stroman system used in 
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Jewish enterprises also provided well paying economic resources to many 
Christian citizens. The "changing of the guard" which followed meant 
economic security for the Christian middle class. 


All of this conbined with the “ecstasy” evoked by the territorial annexations 
and the nationalist, chauvinist, revisionist mood; for broad masses it 
combined with that confusion which identified what had happened with the 
national interests of the country. All of this led to a broadening and 
temporary strengthening of the mass base of the regime. 


The so-called peaceful revision executed with the aid of Nazi Germany, the 
propaganda of the government, and especially of the extreme right wing, and 
the national enthusiasm felt over the “rectification of the Trianon insult” 
had the effect of making the Cerman-Hungarian alliance and “community of 
fate” appear not as a prelude to catastrophe but rather as a faithful 
expression and defense of Hungarian national interests. Which is to say 
that the real and the felt national interests were mixed up and inverted. 

A role was played in this also by the fact that up to March 1944 and the 
occupation of our homeland the “alliance relationship” of the two countries 
did not lead to the formal subordination of Hungary. The political, economic, 
diplomatic and even military pressure of the Nazis was always exercised in 
the name of Hungarian interests and did not take the brutal form of the 
pressure on other countries; and most often it extended to the area of 
domestic politics only indirectly. 


The upshot was that as a result of the territorial annexations Hungary not 

only bound itself to and became the servant of Germany (see how it joined 

the anti-Comintern pact and the three power agreement, how it left the League 
of Nations, how it participated in the dismemberment of Yugoslavia and how 

it carried cut a series of internal political measures serving Nazi interests-~ 
the freer organization of the Volksbund and the Arrow Cross, etc.) but also 

it was virtually the only one of the allies to profit from theHitler aggression, 
the subjugator of the nationalities of the annexed territories, thus 
simultaneously the oppressor and the oppressed. 


This circumstance made it possible for Hitler to use for his purposes the 
principle which had been standard in the Danube basin for centuries and which 
had been renewedin the Trianon peace treaty in the interest of the western 
powers, the principle of “Divide and conquer." It is perfectly obvious that 
the Germans did not accept the idea formulated over the decades and which had 
entered public awareness at the end of the 1930's that the Hungarians were 
called to a leading role over the peoples of the Danube basin in the name of 
the “state of Saint Stephen.” It proved more favorable for Hitler to conduct 
a policy in this area which threatened the Slovaks and Romanians with the 
Hungarians and the Hungarians with them and simultaneously frustrated the 
political aspirations of all. Then the nationalist quarrels of the rivals 
became the source of more and more political, economic and military concessions 
to the Hitlerists. 
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The upshot of the territorial revision was that the Hungarians strove to hold 
or increase the territories acquired while their enemies strove to regain 
the annexed territories. The situation which thus developed served the Nazi 
interests very well because the Vienna decisions prompted them to compete 
for the patronage of Hitler and forced the rival countries to make mutual 
truces, making it possible for the Nazi empire to exploit the resources of 
its “allies” without hindrance. “The Hungarian revision carried out by 

the grace of Hitler has made Hungary and its people the vassals of Hitler,” 
Jozsef Revai justly noted after the first Vienna decision in the Hungarian 
language communist paper SZABAD SZO being published in France. “The 
victorious intoxication evoked by the revision only hides the beginning of a 
new Hungarian national catastrophe because the external revision is being 
accompanied by an internal fascist transformation of the country, because 
the Slovene Hungarians reattached to the country and the working people of 
the mother country are threatened by the horror of a fascist hell and an 
anti-Soviet coalition war. For all these reasons we are opposed to the 1938 
victory of ‘Hungarian justice’ which is really a historic defeat... We can 
already weigh the significance of this work and the role of the Hungarians 
and foreigners responsible for it. The curses of the Hungarian people will 
go with them and their works. "4 


Hungary was swallowed up in World War II as a participant in the fascist 
coalition, in the service of alien interests. It first declared war on 

that Soviet Union which had not recognized Trianon and which had done every- 
thing to protect the Hungarian Government from a senseless war which meant 
only suffering and humiliation for the country. But the Hungarian ruling 
classes tried to depict even this tragic step as a “national” and “holy” 

war in harmony with the interests of the homeland; and they largely succeeded 
in this with their nationalist, anti-Soviet propaganda and propaganda about 
the Nazi successes thus far. 


Thus the ruling classes and their servants and even broad political public 
opinion--in the wake of the nationalist, chauvinist propaganda--agreed with 
the territorial revision carried out with the aid of Hitler and were enthusiastic 
about it. But opinions were divided in regard to the magnitude of the revision 
and in the question of the relations to Germany, to the totalitarian Nazi 
system. The extreme right wing, primarily the Arrow Crossists, not only 
wanted to step up the revision and restore the Carpathian zone to Hungary 

with the aid of Hitler by means of an unconditional capitulaticn to Nazi 
Germany, they also hoped to seize political power and take a place in the 

“new Europe" in this way. The extreme right wing wanted to “relax” the 

"state nationalism" already adopted and to supplement the “official” ideology 
with the “populist” ideology which contained the racial, anti-Semtic, social 
demagogy of facism. Social demagogy recieved now a substantially greater 
emphasis in their propaganda and they tried to exploit to the maximum for 
their own benefit the possibilities hiding in it for attracting substantially 
broader masses than the official ideology. This extreme right wing current 

of fascism tried to counterbalance before the masses the complete liquidation 
of the independence of the country and of nationa) interests by playing on 
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revisionist successes, holding owt the prospect of further annexations and 
calling tor reforms; and they did this with no small success. It should be 
noted that they protected to a certain extent their appearance of independence 
because it was constantly felt that the Hungarian ruling classes and govern- 
ment were the tool of Hitler. So they tried to present “Hungarianism” as 

an independent political and ideological system separate from Nazisa. 


Opposed to them the Hungarian ruling classes--representatives of the landlords 
and large capital--represented by Bethlen and Teleki accepted the revision 
provided by Hitler, but did so fastidiously. They quickly recognized that 

the ever closer alliance with Hitler fascism in the wake of the revision was 
carrying Hungary into the danger zone of Europe and increasingly threatened 
their own political and economic interests. So the contradictions were not 
rooted in the different aspects of the two systems; rather, fundamental 
“national” interests came to conflict with one another. The representatives 
of this group were inclined to cooperate with Cermany nor did they exclude 

the ever increasing German political and economic demands; but they were not 
inclined to give up their own independent political aspirations and even less 
to discuss with the extreme right wing a sharing of power, least of all giving 
up political power. A complete commitment to Germany would have meant the 
liquidation of the western contacts of these groups and they considered this 
too dangerous. 


At the same time this wing of the ruling classes--in defense of the system 

of exploitation--rejected all social and democratic aspirations, every idea 
which wanted to change the secial arrangements of the counterrevolutionary 
system which had developed in the 1920's. Thus any effect of their increasing 
opposition to Hitler and their weak actions for the independence of the 
country were negated by their unchanged territorial demands and their rigid 
antisocial, antidemocratic and anticommunist position and measures. 


It was with justice that the communist Elek Bolgar could give a negative 
answer to the question as to whether the independence block formed under 

the leadership of Istvan Bethlen in 1938-1939 could mean a guarantee of the 
“protection of the independence of Hungary.” “It is certainly to the credit 
of the independence opposition and the leaders of the independence movement, 
Istvan Bethlen, Kornis, Sztranyavsezky and Eckhardt, that they have called 
the attention of every class of Hungarian society to the great danger with 
which German imperialism threatens the independence of Hungary... Their 
agitation has certainly popularized in the country the slogans of an 
"independence struggle’ against Hitler, of a ‘new Hungarian freedom fight.'” 
But the “independence block" was incapable of defending the country from the 
consequences of the alliance with Nazi Germany because: 


1. Bethlen, Teleki and their followers “are not opposing the aspirations 
of German conquest from a community of interest with the peoples whose 

independence and freedom are threatened; rather, they are turning against 
German imperialism in the name of Hungarian imperialism. The program of 
the independence block is a conquest program of Hungarian imperialism, a 
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program for the restoration of the old Hungary and Hungarian hegemony in 
the Carpathian basin. This program today not only stands in opposition to 
the goals of German fascism but also in opposition to the independence and 
free uniting of central and eastern European peoples and to the democratic 
program of the right of self-determination of peoples." 


2. The Bethlen group is not fighting against Hitler in the name of democracy, 
popular rights or the spread of civil rights or “democratic land reform." 

The essence of its policy is to “stick to the system of large estates,” 

“deny democracy" and realize its nationalist, chauvinist plans. 


{llusions were aroused in quite wide circles in regard to the policy of this 
group--with its periodic show of opposition to German influence and the 
aspirations of the extreme right wing, in defense of national independence. 
The group blessed with the names of Bethlen and Teleki enjoyed the support 
of the conservative anti-German middle class, the intellectuals, the Small 
Holders Party and the right wing of the Social Democrat Party. These wanted 
to create a “national concentration"--which could include social democrats-- 
under bourgeois leadership which would be both anti-German and anti-Soviet 
and would even be inclined toward certain social reforms, but only within 
the frameworks of the system. Their policy was summed up in the slogans 
“One homeland between two pagans," “Self-defense to the east and to the 
west,” and “Spiritual and social defense of the homeland." This movement 
expected from the government measures which would serve to defend the 
sovereignty of the country and check the slip toward totalitarianism. Its 
activity during the war was largely limited to barren opposition and passive 
resistance--instead of organizing political resistance or joining in the 
antifascist struggle led by the communists--and was summed up most pregnantly 
by Mihaly Babics when he said that for a Hungarian surrounded by alien 
influences “the greatest action is to refrain from action.” 


Even during the war priority was given in their ideology to nationalism and 
chauvinism, strengthened before all else by the acceptance of revision or 
the demand to hold the territories already acquired. This circumstance and 
the fear of radical social change (denying and completely rejecting 1918 and 
1919) made this broad and very heterogenous camp incapable of being an 
active supporter or strong pillar of the resistance movement during the 

war. This relatively large camp representing the middle classes, the 
intellectuals and other social groups which joined them was anti-Hitler but 
it was also anti-Soviet; it rejected the totalitarian fascist dictatorship, 
but it was not consistently democratic. So it can be regarded as anti-Hitler 
but certainly not antifascist. Antifascism includes democratism but this 
group was not inclined to far-reaching change affecting the essence of the 
system in such fundamental questions as the land question, democratic rights 
including the legality of the Communist Party, etc. 


it should be noted that in the neighboring countries large numbers of [social] 
strata were brought into the resistance by the demand for the restoration of 
the pre-1938 borders-—'hich was part of the worldwide struggle of antifascist 
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forces--and they too were nationalists but stood far from accepting the idea 
of democratic social changes. In the neighboring countries, especially in 
Romania, the anti-~Cerman wing of the ruling classes, who also rejected 
internal sccial changes and a democratic transformation (like the Bethlen- 
feleki group), undertook more in the antifascist struggle than did their 
Hungarian counterparts, partly in the hope of rewinning the lost territories. 


Thus in Hungary, in the wake of the country’s entry into the war and the 

new German successes, nationalism continued to be a stabilizing force which 
held back from the struggle against Hitler and against the war, held back 
from joining the active antifascist movement, and continued to provide a 

mass base for the regime. But when defeat on the side of Hitler became ever 
more obvious nationalism appeared in a new form in defense of the system. 
Behind the slogan of “defending our borders” and the lying slogan of a 
“hedgehog position” anti-Hitlerism and the always primary anti-Sovietism and 
action against the neighboring countries fit well together. All of this 

was supported by the demagogy about the “tragic abandonment of small nations” 
and the Milos Kallay thesis that "We did not ignite the flames of war ve cannot 
put them out. But if we watch our own house, if we are vigilant and do not 
become afraid, the flames will go out and will not reach the roofs of our 
little homeland..."©° The upshot was the double German intervention (19 March 
and 15 October 1944). 


Instead of seizing a favorable time to get out, the Hungarian reaction started 
an attack against Southern Transylvania in September 1944. This policy was 

a glaring example not only of the profoundly reactionary character of nation~ 
alism bet also of it- *lindness, of the complete failure of a policy practiced 
in its spfrit. Thus to the very end nationalism and the counterrevolutionary 
ideology built upon it were the chief ideological and political supports of 
Hungarian fascist policy, th «rucial pillar for its mass base, and the cause 
of its fall. 


To the very end the Hungarian communist movement fought a determined struggle 
against nationalism. It rejected the Trianon treaty and called it an 
imperialist peace but it also rejected the hazardous game which the Hungarian 
ruling classes played with it. It emphasized that only a recognition of the 
common interests of the peoples of the area, of the national equality of the 
peoples living bere, of their right to self-determination and of their depen- 
dence on one another and a policy based on this could ensure a lasting peace 
in the area and the prosperity of its nations. 


In the second half of the 1930's the surge of fasciem and the increasing 
danger of war prompted the Communist Party to increasingly take a stand 
against that nationalism which hoped for revision and which had been whipped 
up by its partial successes. It set forth that the territorial problems of 
this area and the affronts to the nationalities could be resolved only as 
part of the struggle against Hitler fascism, subordinated to this struggle. 
Any other effort was grist for the mills of Hitler and his supporters. “Let 
it be known that the workers speaking Hungarian and those speaking other 
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languages have a common interest and a common enemy. We must proclaim that 

we are opposed to every conquest or ‘reannexation' which takes place without 
asking the population or which takes place against their will. We regard it 
as robbery if land or shops are taken from the nationality population to be 
given to Hungarians being settled there. We must raise our voice against 
every action which offends or forces into the background a nationality 
population because of its language. Only thus, in a struggle for the equality 
of peoples and the right of national self-determination, can we win and lead 
the nationalities against the common enemy, international reaction!" Thus 
wrote SZABAD NEP in 1942. 


At the same time the Hungarian communists also emphasized that one must rely 
more ihan previously on those progressive historical traditions which vere 
interdependent with the defense of the independence and sovereignty of the 
country or with the struggles waged therefor. One must not fall into the 

trap of national nihilism and permit fascism to use for its own purposes 

the national sensitivitiesof the working masses. We cannot permit fascism 

“to use as a weapon against its own enemies everything which humiliates 

and offends the national feelings of the people." At the Seventh Congress 

of the Communist Internationale, Dimitrov set forth the following: "We 
communists are the implacable ideological enemies of every form of bourgeois 
nationalism but we do not believe in national nihilism and we must never 
represent such a position. It is ome of the chief tasks of every communist 
party to educate the workers and all working people in the spirit of proletarian 
internationalism. But he who believes that this makes it permissible for him 
or encourages him to negate every national feeling of the working masses is 

far from true Bolshevism and understand nothing of Lenin's teachings concerning 
the national question. "8 


The Party of Communists in Hungary (KMP) organically linked in its antifascist 
independence program the questions of protecting national independence and 

of a democratic social transformation, in opposition to the efforts of those 
anti-Hitler groups which wanted to defend the independence of the ‘country and 
decrease or eliminate Hitler's influence without a social transfornation. 

The independence movement started by the KMP which raised its bann:r on the 
basis of the KMP program--and which was participated in by the social democrat 
and trade union masses and by the popular left and certain bourgeois groups-- 
counted not only on the working masses in the interest of creating a broad 
anti-Hitler national front but also counted on those political forces which 
were anti-Hitler but which, on the soil of nationalism, rejected both the 
democratic means. The Hungarian communists hoped that events and their agony 
over the fate of the country would open the eyes of the majority of them 

to the fact that only with the support of the antifascist forces of the world 
and only together with the working masses--by fulfilling their democratic 
demands--would it be possible to get out of the Hitler coalition. But the 
hopes of the communists were fulfilled in only very small part. 


Only a fraction of the anti-Hitler group of the ruling classes and of the 


middie classes, and of the other elements joining them, were capable of 
Living with the opportunities offered by history. The majority of them-- 
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influencing a significant part of the working masses too-remire- the prisoners 
of nationalism and their fear of social progress proved a stronger than their 
hostility to Hitler. 


Naturally we do not want to dispute the more or less positive statements and 
deeds during the war of the anti-Hitler groups and individuals who took a 
nationalist position. These too are parts of the Hungarian resistance msove- 
ment but because of their lack of antifascism, which is to say their lack of 
a democratic character, they were incapable of meeting the demands, the 
command of history, and their class interests held them back from a true and 
consistent espousal of national interests. They failed the great test of 
history, together with those Hungs,sian ruling classes which always put sore 
store by their class privileges than national and universal interests. 


But it is also a historical truth that after the liberation some of these 
strata and groups--avwakening to their historic responsibility--undertook a 
role in the democratic reconstruction and even joined in the socialist con- 
struction work. But in their historical awareness they perhaps overcame 
nationalism less and it keeps on reappearing. 


After the Liberation and especially after the taking the path of soctalisn, 
Hungarian nationalism lost its social and class background. But since 
nationalism was present primarily in a ideological or awareness form and 
had even infected broad working strata the elimination of the class base 
alone did not suffice to laquidate it. There is need for long, patient 
ideological and political work. This process might be accelerated if we 
uncover the historical roots of nationalism, if we acquaint our people with 
all its consequences and fight consistently against it; if we try with common 
strength to eliminate those political and ideological circumstances--ve 

and others interested in these questions alike--which nourish or even give 
new birth to nationalism, which has been deprived of its social foundations 
but which still has great reserves in the awareness sphere. 


POOTNOTES 
l. Collected Works of Lenin, Vol 25, Kossuth Press, 1969, p 70. 


2. See Gyula Juhasz: The Foreign Policy of Hungary, °° 19-1945, Kossuth 
Press, 1969, p 70. 


3. Georgi Dimitrov: United Front, Popular Front, Socialies. Selected 
Speeches and Writings, Koesuth Press, 1974, pp 101-102. 


4. History of the Hungarian Popular Front. Documents 1955-1975, Vol I, 
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ROMANIA 


OPJECTIVES OF MILITARY MEDICINE DISCUSSED 
Bucharest REVISTA SANITARA MILITARA in Pomanian No 1, Jen-Febd-Mar 79 pp 3-8 


{Article by rajor-reneral Alexandru Gr. Popescu, doctor everitus, 
corresponcine menber of the Acadeny of Medical Sciences: “The Law Ferarcing 
the Saferuardine of the Population'’s Health, and Sone Dasic Objectives of 
Military Medicine") 


(Text}] On 6 July 1978, the Grerd Nationsl Assembly adopted Law No 3, 
Rerardine the Safecuardire of the Populatior’s Fealth, a docurent which once 
gore proves that the supreme goal of the perty and state solicy, the verv 
essence of ovr orcer, is the assurance of men's velfare and happinere, and 
the waterial and eniritual prorress of the people. The draft of this law 

— initiated by the secretary rencral of the FCP, Nicolee Ceausescu, anc 
published several conths before hel.e subjected to discursion by the Grard 
National Assernly — was extersively end oultilaterally enalyzed not only by 
specialists of all caterories in our country, dut also by the casses of the 
citizenry, in the broadest sense of the word. 


The particular attention devoted to the draft of the new state law is 
entirely understandable, since it lecislates one of the most important and 
aprropriate sessurer reeardine hucan beines: the increasinely cood 
satisfaction of their livine conditions, their balanced physical, 
intellectual, and moral develorprent, and the full assertion of their 
capedilities to work anc create. The orearble of the law states that the 
prevention and control of causes for disease, the extension of tans 
activities and life, and the crowth of healthy csenerations constitute basic 
principles of the party and state policy in the public health sector. 


One of the provisions of the lew, and one which ieparts to the law its 
broadly democratic nature, epecific of the socialist society, is that 
accordine to the Constitution, the stete eurrantees the richt to health 
protection, and assures corplete and unrestricted sccess to redical 
assistance to all the citizens of the country — with no exception of 
nationality, race, sex, or relivion. “edical assistance is free under the 
provisions of the law. 














& study of this important document points out a nueber of principles whose 
validity is statutec by law, and of which all health rersonnel and ell 
institutions, independently of their subordination, must be constently 
avare. 


The comment that sanavenent orrans in health activities, as well as all 
health personnel, are responsible for the fulfillment of the party and state 
policy in the public health sector, a comment which can also be found in 
military rerulations, orders, and instructions on the sane tooic, 
establishes the oblieation anc authority of the verious silitery sedical 
echelons to fulfill their functions on the basis of the law. 


Sisilerly legislated, is the provision that all health persorrel rust 
actively silitate to assure the welfare of others, tust terifest a love of 
man, and devotion and passion in seetine their oblications, sust alweys be 
at the disnosal of the citizenry, sust demonstrate hirh moral behavior in 
their ectivities, and rust constantly improve their professional trainine. 
Medical assistance sust constantly be icrroved, and must assure the sost 
approrriste means and methods to prevent and combat tliness. At the sane 
time, the law stresses the role of scientific and medical research as 4 
basic factor in the sultilaterel ororress of health assurance. The concerns 
of rerearch sust be increasingly connected with man, with the acquisition of 
knowledre about the fundatrental processes of life, ard with the oraectical 
requirevents of ~edical practice. 


In referrine to these crovisionr, ve return to sore basic oblieations of all 
military doctors toward their functions, independently of the field ir which 
they work. 


In accordarce wit the functions established *; rerulations, throurh the 
great awareness an“ understanding of the .eadership of the Ministry of 
National Defense (NN), doctors in unity are entrusted vith oblivations to 
match the rarnitude of their sissions. They core in direct contact with the 
trainine process for cilitary personnel, and in full knowledee of it, they 
have the task of assurine the most suitable psycho-dbiclogic conditions for 
conducting this orocess. 


In addition to their profersional corpetence, acquired throurh extensive 
theoretical studies and complemented with a period of practical experience, 
ovr military oreanizational systes confers upon doctors in wits, laree 
units, and commands, the euthority necessary to the erercise of their 
functions, insofer as they are deputies of the commanders of the respective 
echelons. Nilitary doctors surt intervene firnly, with authority and 
competerce, in all chases of treinine and in assurine suitable livine 
conditions, "wet speak out and be heard in their interventions, both during 
the formulation of various activities and during their execution, end sust 
stand aloneside wnit commanders, leadershin oreans of the party and the UTC 
(Union of Communist Youty) in units, chiefs of staff, deputies for services, 
and of course, sub-urit commanders. 
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Doctors in units, as well as doctors ir all militarv heaith units, in close 
collaboration with the other organs of leadership and execution, have these 
regulatory oblications derived from the Law Revardine the Safeguardins of the 
Population's Health, which adapted to specific military conditions, have the 
following objectives: 


Strengthen the health of military personnel for maintainine and continuously 
developine their ability to fient, and for their vizorous physical and 
intellectual developrent; 


Permanently irprowe th: hyriene conditions in the livine and training 
environrert of szi'itary personnel, and the respect for environmental 
condition recviations, so that the personnel will be protected from illness 
or accidents; 


Form healthy habits for livinr, working, and training, throuch the use of 
judicious eatirz, the oractice of physical exercise and sports, and resnect 
for a balanced recimen of activity and rest; 


Organize extensive health rrotection activities, identify and evaluate 
factors whic’ rave nevative influences on the health of military versonnel, 
anc take early seasures to eliminate these factors; 


Provide quality, nrompt, ard effictent sedical assistance, which will assure 
proper medical treatrvent ior restoring the health of military personnel in 
the shortest possible tic; 


Constantly improve the level of health education of the personnel, so that 
every one will become the protector of his own health and of the collective 
to which he belonrs. 


All army medical personnel have the obligation to assure that the obdijectives 
of the health policy forrwlated by the party and state are fulfilled, 
objectives which are adapted to all the actions that converre on the 
achieverent of the basic tission of our arned forces — national defense — 
and to seek to provide mecical assistance for the prevention, healinr, and 
recovery of all the mannower's ability to work and firht. Accordine to lav, 
army medical personnel nave the oblictation to consecrate all their enercies, 
strenrth, and skills to the assurance of the health condition of the 
manpower, to prevent its illness, to constantly strenrthen its ability to 
fight, to respond promotly whenever medical care is reouvired, to demorstrate 
abnevation in oracticire their profession, to respect the standards of 
socialist eaquicy, ard to cortplete their professional trainine. It is also 
important to note the law's provision, which ained at a constant inmproveztent 
of health protection, creates the obligation for redical units and all 
medical personnel to introduce and exploit in medical practice, all the 
advances of science and technolory. 











Medical-milictary scientific research must provide the military medical 
practice during neace anc in the fielc, with new methods and teans to 
prevent illness, to care for the wounded and the sick, and to restore 
health and the ability to fizht. Scientific research is asked to rronote 
the multilateral study of the human orvanisr, to encourage the healthy and 
balanced, »hysical and »nsychological developrent of all military personzel, 
and to formulate new nmethodcolovies and appropriate material means for the 
medical protection of fiehtine ren in the field, as well as of the entire 
population. 


The network of basic tecdical units in the country is cotposed of medical 
centers, clinics, and hosnitals, orrmanized alonr territorial lines or 
according to work locations. Under the conditions orovided by law, MAN 
organizes its own health units, which from a technical standpoint, are 
subordinated to the Ministry of Health (MS). 


The law establishes the functions and responsibilities of sedical centers, 
clinics, hospit ls, firsteaid centers, centers for blood collection and 
storare, children’s nurseries and care centers, sanatoriuys, ocrevention 
centers, the rharraceutical network, and antienidenic health centers. The 
structure and operation stencardcs of the medical networr of MAN fully 
respects the provisions of the law, except in cases where the need arises 
for a’ oreanization which wil!) weet specific silitary recuirements. 


In order to fulfill the oarty ard state policy for assurine the sopulation’s 
health, the kicther Council for Fealth (CSS) adopts decicions or takes 
proposals and recommendations to the arororxriate organs, for perfectine, 
mocernizin’, ana improvine the efficiency of nedical assistance, and for 
imorovirne medical education and the traininr and rational utilization of 
medical persornel and raterial resources. The functions of the CSS cover 
various asnrects of all national health activities: neriodic analyses of the 
population's health, anc formulation of lonv-ranre prorrans; acts in the 
production of pharmaceuticals; orients the develoonent of and establishes 
priority prorrenms for medical scientific research; controls the tanner in 
which perty and state cecisions are fulfilled in assuring the ponulation's 
health; develons oreventive, healine, and ricovery medicel assistance; 
environmental and food crotection; imrroved eedical assistance for the 
population, mothers, children, and youne peorle, as vell as assurance of 
workers’ health on the job; rational distribution and utilization of health 
personnel; respect for the law end for standards cf professional ethics; 
adorts tne unified plan for the porulation's health education. 


The “S is resronsible for fulfilline the narty and estate policy for essurine 
the population's health, executes health prorrans and other measures 
establisnei for strenztherine, crotectine, and rerctorine the rpooulation's 
health, and bears the entire responsibility for the ororer organization cf 
such activitier, and for the control and specialized evidance of all health 
units in applyine the provisions of the law. 








In health units subordinated to MAN, control of tedical activities is 
exercised bv internal orcans, according to specialized technical standards 
established by the MS. 


The health personnel is composed of: health personnel with hieher traiinine 
(doctors, ohervacists, »biclogists, chetists, and other specialized personne] 
vith nivher trainire 

intermediate health voersonnel (medical nurses, laboratory technicians, 
medical techriciens, and other rersonnel with interzediate specialized 
trainins); auxilliary ealth personnel (nurses, corderlies, and other 

persons who assure the cleanliness and hyciene of health units, prerare 
materials necessary for health activities, and if needed accorpany 
hospitalized patients). 

Discipline is covered under special provisions which mention in the first 
place the oblication of health persomnel to use the nedical treatvent 
aprropriate for each illness, and to respect sedical standards of treatment. 
Failure to respect these standards, the prescrintion of contraindicated 
medication, or tre use of inavorooriate treatments which cause arn to 
bodily interrity or to health, which result in permanent disability, which 
endanrer a person's life, of which result in death, are punished accordinrc 
to penal law. There orovisions define the concert of professional secret, 
and stipulate the marner in which the MS can suspend the rirht to rractice 
the profession of doctor, oharvacist, or dentist, uncer conditions stated in 
the Statute for Health Personnel. 


In order to assure a strict respect for the etandards of socialist ethics 
anc eouity, the Central Collere for Health Personnel Discipline operates 
alonrside the FS, and county collewes or the Collece of the City of 
Pucharect onerate aloneside health directorates. County colleces for 
discipline analyze violations of standards of sedical ethics and 

deontolory, as well as other violations which injure the prestice of the 
profession, and can aoply a wide ranre of sanctions. The Central Collere 
for Discipline recolves apreals arainst decisions taken by county colleres. 
In connection with the above, we note that sanctions arainst rilitary health 
personnel are applied in accordance with diescinlinary reeulations. 


— 


A special chapter of the law refers to Lororerents in the health con At ton 
of the population and to the prevention of illnees, establisehine specific 
responsibilities ane tanrys with resrect to the hyriene of livine anc worKcine 
environvents, the protection ard develonnent cf mothers’, children's, and 
younr people's health, the prevertion and cure of transmitable diseases, the 
prevention arc cure of noretransritable chronic diseases, and to physical 
education, sports, and health education. 


All these provisions are entered in the rerulations, orders, etandards, and 
instructions formuleted by MAN for the military health network, documents 
which acanrt leval provisions to the specific conditions of the military 
environment. 








The same comments can be rade about sedical assistance to the pooulation, 
medical assistance at health and other resorts, the use of medication, 
biological nroducts, and technico-sedical instruvents and products, 
scientific research, and medico-lezal activities. 


The publication of the Law Regarding the Assurance of the Population’s 
Health had been lone awaited by our courtry'’s medical world, includire the 
military tedical cores. From several standpoints, lecally bared rervlations 
for assurinr the porulation's realth constitute a first order necessity in 
providine medical assistence. for instance, a serious problem existed about 
responsibility for a nurter of factors with direct inplications for health 
conditions; one of these, was the responsibility for assurine hvtienic 
conditions in the environrent, on the job, for food, transportatior, 
housing, schools, military bases, education, trade of all sorts, and so on. 


In this rerard, the law makes the necessary stipulations: manavrenent orcans 
of healt’ activities and health units, torether with socialist and public 
organizations, as well as the entire population, have the oblieation to 
contribute to the assurance of hvyvienic conditions for livine and workinrc, 
of a hirh decree of cleanliness in cities and houses, and to the preventicn 
and elirination of environtental pollution <-- as basic conditions for 
improvine the health of the people. 


In the military services, these responsibilities were already stipulated in 
reeulations, orcirs, and instructions; neverthele-~, their establishrent on 
the basis of law confers additional cuarantees that they will be fully 
exercised. 


Similarly, soecifications for the direct resoonsibilities of doctors and of 
other catecories of health personnel, not only toward patients, but also 
toward the conmbination of factors implicated in promotine the health 
condition of the ponulation -- and for us, of the armed forces -- define 
unequivocably the authority of all health oreans. 


In the senirit of the derocratic humanism which characterizes the entire 
policy of our party and state. the law does not omit provisions reeardinr 
the ethical and deontoloric behavior of nealth personnel, and makes it 
abundantly clear that health activicies can be conducted only acainst 4a 
backeround of a hirhly ethical medical standine. All of us who represent 
military redicine in Romania must take the publication of the law as an 
occasior to reaffire all ovr devotion to our noble mission. 


11,023 
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ROMANIA 


MEASURES TO PROVIDE MEDICAL SUPPLIES IN EMERGENCIES 
Pucharest REVISTA SAMITARA MILITA#RA in Romanian No 1, Jan-Feb-Mar 79 pp 93-96 


[article by colonel Iovel Dijnarescu) 


{Text} 4 plan of treasures established ahead of time must include the 
immediate notification of prarmacy personnel, assienment of tasks, and the 
creatior of a sunplyv of nedical saterials ard of conditions for their 
storare. Assurine radio connections with hieher echelons and vith suroly 
orrars, and en independent source of electric power for the hospital creetes 
good operational conditions. 


A list of 112 itens has been drawn up, including tedical aterials of prize 
necessity for assistine 200 injured for 5 days, or 100 injured for 10 days. 
The ereat majority of the products are of domestic oricin and well know by 
all medical rersonnel. First aid kit inventories for interventions outside 
of the hospital ave not been established aheed of time, but will be 
gathered as the need arises. The oharvacy must be ready to increase its 
preparation of perfurion solutions at any moment. 


The eventuality of actions with wredical specialists at the periphery of 
disaster areas also requires the provision of taterials necessary ſfor the 
operation of a mobile hospital section. 


It should ecually be kent in mind that sictple oharnacy ranarerent operations 
facilitate the handline of consumable materials, preventing abuses. 


Key words: emerrency assistance, calamities, pharmacy, redication, 
hospital. 


The earthouake of 4 March 1977 created difficult tasks for the pharmacy of 
the Central tilitary Hospital, in terns of providing the medication and 
other medical trateriels needed for the operation of the hospital at that 
time. 











Supply Prpoblens 


A hosnital pharsacy must be well supplied at all tines, and must have 
available a reserve of strictly utilitarian medication. 


To this end, we have formulated a quantitative list of the products 
necessary to provide nedical assistance for 200 injured persons for 5 days, 
or for 100 persons for !0 days, assuming that normal supplies can be 
obta’ned after that. 


The list includes antibiotics and cherotherapy, antiricrcbdials, antiseotics 
and disinfectarts, water soluble vitamins, perfusion solutions of 
electrolytes and suears, injectable calcium salts, veneral and local 
anesthetics, hypnotics and sedatives, neuroleptics, tranouilizers, 
enalentics, sytpathorinmetics, varasympatholics, srcastolitics, curarizers, 
antihistatines, antihyoersensitisers, coronarodilators, hematopoetic, 
erithropoetic, #nd leuconoetic stimulators, hemostatics, anticoarulants, 
bulk circulation replacenents, diuretics, antacids and antiulcerants, 
antiemetics, intestinal antiseptics, choleretics and cholecystokinetics, 
burn preparations, antimicrobial evevashes, tetanus anatoxin, and typhoid 
vaccine. 


The list provides for 112 brants, most of thes Romanian products, with only 
five beine icported ones. 


Thirc.y itents in the lis'., tarked with an asterisr, are intended for first 
aid in disester areas. ‘ey can be trensported in 20 larve bares which can 
be closed to rrotect the contents. Ve do not consider it indicated to 
orepare first oid kits with pharteceuticals ahead of tire, not only in order 
to prevent complications with the rotation of perishable products, but also 
because experience has shown that inventories are better formed on denand, 
dependins on the actual needs of the circumstances. 


Products not marked with an asterisk are more specifically intended for use 
in hospitals. 


All the products on the list are in current use and therefore well known to 
doctors and intermediate medical personnel. Medication with restricted 
circulation, vnown only to specialists, has not been included. 


Moreover, the itens included in the list are finished products which can be 
ured immediately, avoidine formulations which require a certain anount tire 
for »creparation in the oharmacy. The list thus contains perfusion solutions 
in plastic bars, DdDulk circulation replacemerts, ointments in tubes, 
industrially prepared eye washes and nose droos, olaster bandages, and so 
on, while the disinfectants ard antiseptic solutions can be prepared by 
sitple cilution or dissolution. In addition, preference has been riven to 
wide-spectrun antibiotics and chetotherapevtic products. 
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After activities returned to normal, the experience led us to reflect about 
the measures that must be taken ahead of time to enable us to face such 
special and unplanned circutstances. 


From our standpoint, a state «° disaster is characterized by the presence in 
a very short time period, of a large number of wounded or sick of various 
derrees of seriousness, creatine workine conditions totally different fron 
the ones encountered during normal activities. 


These new working conditions mean that ceneral oractitioners, medica) 
students, and medical nurses are called into action, perticularly durinr the 
initial period, when first sedical aid is adnrinistered directly at the 
disaster area. In hospitals as well, doctcrs from outside the hospital will 
sometines be called in, in addition to medical specialists. 


That is why we must keep in mind that tedication will be requested by 
medical personnel lareely different from the one with which we normally 
work. 


Oreanizational Problems 


These take priority in the pharmacy sector ar well; that is why it is 
imperative that every hospital formulate ahead of tine, a plan of seasures 
to be applied in the circumstances rentioned here, a plan wnich will also 
include a section on pharmaceutical activities. 


The plan will include a syste for notifying the personnel, and even, if 
public transoortation has failed, a ~eane for bringing in those with various 
responsibilities — who ideally, would live near the ho«pital; it would 
include the assizpnment of tasks and means of action, with several 
alternatives if necessary; af well ar the creation of reserves of 
pharmaceuticals and other medical saterials, and the nanner in which they 
are to be stored. 


Great care must be devoted to an analysis of possible reoreanizations of 
pharsaceutical activities, and of adaptation to the new cemands. If 8 
24-hour prorram becomes necessary, shifts should be orranized to orovice 
rest periois for the personnel, in order sot to affect its ability to 
respond to the demand. 


Corstant connection with hicher echelons and supply oreans can be best 
achieved by orovidine portable radio transmitters and receivers. It is 
equally necessary for the hospital to have an electrical venerator, which if 
needed could provide independent lightine for a few sections at least, anonr 
which the oharvacy. 








Neo provisior has been made for sera, vaccines, and other products for 
particularly danzverous transmitable ciseases, assuming that these will be 
available at a national centralized reserve. 


The list also includes a stock of bandaces, sterilized plastic perfusion 
equinment, cateut and surgical sutures, sterilized needles ard syrinces, 
splints, and stretchers. 


Other Measures to be Considered 


Operatine rooms tust constantly be supplied with all that is necessary to 
feet nutrerous etergencies at any time. 


Hospital pharmecies also have to be ready to prepare the necessary perfusion 
solutiors in cuch hieher quantities than usual. It sust therefore be rade 
possible to increase daily production at any moment, to at least 250 liters 
per <% hours. 


The storaze of pharvaceuticals, bandares, and technical sedical products 
requires shelter or housine thet is suitable from all standpoints, includcinz 
earthquakes. ‘feavy materials should be stored undereround or at cround 
level, avoidire their move to hieher stories. Cabinets and shelves =ust be 
well enchorecd. Special areas will be bwilt for storine flanmvable products 
and oxveen cylinders. Failure to re :vct prevatline sterdards covering the 
torare and preservation of medical materials can only lead to unpleasant 


surpriscs. 


The eventual neec for intervention by specialized nedicsl teass outside of 
hospitals, as close as possible to the center of disasters, requires that we 
be crepered for the rapid installation of sobile sureical or otrer 
specialized teams, coutpped with all that if necessary for appropriate 
activities. Tents and other similar equirment will be prescered in separate 
stores, assirnin= to then the necessary resoonsible personnel, tanpover, 4nd 
means of trensnortation. It ts advircable to perfora exercises for ‘ine 
transportation ard installation of such sections, in erder to deveicp useful 


5 
srilis. 


And finally, we must not forvet that oy oreoerine and maintainine documents 
for the withdrawal of pharmaceutic.is, ineludine narcotics and other 
consuvable materiels, we will fecilitate their handlinr and orevent abuser. 


There if no doubt that the problesa of orovidine medical materiale in case of 
disoeters is such sore cotplex than this, beine detertired by a number of 
unpredictable factorr. The seacures which ve indicate for instance, essure 
that the Pospiteal, with its satertials and personnel, will not be affected. 
Otherwire, tatters become much wore cormoliceted and force us to exarine 
other solutions. 

















It is thus obvious that the problen of intervention and assurance of wedical 
assistance uncer erceptional circumstances is of outstandine ‘=rortence, 
imposing a constant concern on those responsible for it. 


Article received '6 June 1978. 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


THE FRANCISCAN ORDER IN BOSNIA-HERCEGOVINA DISCUSSED 
Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 17 Oct 79 p 10 
[Article by Victor Meier: “Borderland Monks in Yugoslavia” | 


[Text] Split, October. Their provincial headquarters are in Split, Zadar, 
Sarajevo, Mostar and Zigreb, the centers of their effectiveness are in Sinj, 
with its gymnasium [secondary schoo] with classical bias] in the center of 
the Dalmatian Zagorje, aod in «a few Herzegovinian monasteries. Including 
the novices, there are in all far more than 2,900 of them--the Yugoslav 
Franciscan monks, heroic in the past, forceful in the present. Their posi- 
tion is founded on history, but they at> anything but a relic. When the 
Turks in the 15th century brought the South-Slavic territories under their 
control to a considerable extent, they gained not only Orthodox but in 
Bosnia and eastern Croatia also Catholics as subjects. The Turks were not 
ready to allow a regular Catholic hierarchy to function, but in a 1663 fir- 
man, they gave the Franciscans the exclusive right to exercise pastoral! 
duties in their territory on the Catholic “Raja.” 


The Franciscans migrated from their training centers in Italy and in Venetian 
Dalmatia inte the Bosnian and Herzegovinian mountains, they founded smaller 
monasteries, mostly in safe, remote places, they lived with the people, 
shared their lot, and tried to steer a middle course between worldly power 
and their own duty consciousness: “We always had to be ready for martyrdoa.” 
Ivo Andric, iam his novel “Wesire und Konsuln,” [Viziers and Consuls] in 

the original “Travniker Chronik,” peinted a vivid picture of their acti- 


’ A! 


vities. ine people called them “uncle. 


The old pater, who in Sinj took us vigorously up to the old citadel, still 
seems to be living entirely in the spirit of 1715: “Here, 10,000 Turks 
launched a 4-hour attack against but 600 defenders; it can only have been 
a miracle that our side was able to wnderstand it.” The miracle was found 
in the Madonna of Sinj, since then the destination of yearly pilgrimages. 
In her honor, the famous Alka equestrian games are also taking place every 
year within the gray walis of Sinj; in full gallop, a rider has to hit 
some kind of a target. Today, there is no connection any more with the 
original religious motivation for the games. One of the last winn«rse of 
the tournament was the commander of Tito'’s presidential guard. 





The gymnasium in Sinj, formerly open to all children, is today only allowed 
to accept sovice-candidates of the order. There are about 20. But the 
monastery is still a place of culture. The Franciscans saintain 4 gusewm 
with esatiques from ihe area, among them pleces which are of the greatest 
importance tor Croeatta’s medieval history. They have donated part of their 
collection to the newly-built auseum for Croatian antiques in Split. The 
church, damaged during the war by an allied bombing attack, has been con- 
pletely rebuilt. With their international connections, money also comes in 
for the Franciscans. In Knin, likewise in the Dalmatian hinterland, at 

the foot of a citadel on which virtually all rulers did some work, from 

the old-Croatian kings who ruled over Turkey, and from the Venetians, the 
Frenchmen ood the Austrians to the restorers of today, the Franciscans have 
even presented themselves as founders of the research on the Croatian Middle 
Ages Nearby is Biskupija, where the Croatian kings had “their” bishcp's 


domicile. 
Pronounced Nationalism 


Zagorji's karst mountain range, with the wide but bare horizons, in summer 


glowing with beat, in winter lashed by sharp, cold winds, contributes 

little to lite, but auch to dreams. Many political personalities among the 

roats. rticularly those of pronounced and also extreme tendencies, ori- 
1 t ‘ocd originate from this area: many Ustas, but also many communists, 

mong the latter the important exponents of the last “Croatian spring.” 


in the fights between Turks and Venetians, the area often changed hands, 
back and torth. On this, the presence of the Franciscans is founded. In 
the Dalmation dioceses of Split, Sibenik, and Zadar, about one third of all 
parishes have been allocated to them. Their fighting posture, at the time 
of the Turks aimed at the preservation not only of the religious but also of 
the matilonal heritage, induced them in the 19th century to aline themselves 
with the exclusive Croatian nationalism against the so-called “Yugoslavists”"; 
later on, the pronounced Croatian nationalism brought some of them danger- 
ously close and even into the myth and movement of the Ustas. This was 
later used to an extreme by the communist regime against the Franciscans; 

no part of the Catholic clergy had after the war more members in prisons 
than they. The Siroki Brijeg Monastery in Herzegovina where during the war 
communist partisans killed Franciscan gonks is a spot on earth where even 
today on both eides passions ave still flaring up. 


In the republic of Bosnia-Herzegovina, the main area of activity of the 
Franciscans, the problem of the Moslem majority, which this republic wiil 
show at the next 1981 census, is shaping up. “Rather the communists than 
the Moslems,” some cf the order's priests are saying. They really wanted to 
may, “than the Turks.” They are the ones on whor, out of tradition, they 
have their eyes fixed. Their position is .0t in keeping with the official 
position of the Catholic Caurch, nor with the traditional position of the 


Croatian nationalism. What has always mattered tothe latter has been to win 
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the Mosiems over to its side; indeed, the relations between Croats and Mos- 
lems are to this very day @uch better than those between Moslems and Serbs. 
“Among us, there are no massacres,” says a Moslem imam to a Catholic priest. 
Many people believe that a Bosnia-Herzegovina with a Moslem aajority would 
have a stabilizing influence within the total Yugoslav framework, because 

it would once and for all bring an end to the Croatian-Servian dispute over 
sosnia. 


In the Visovac Monastery, 4 romantic island in the naturally dammed up 
course of the Krka, inland from Sibenik, is located the order's novitiate. 
The prior who is waiting with us to cross the river we take at first for 

4 handicrafts man who has to make something of the monastery. He is in 
civilian apparel, shirt and pants. On working days, most Franciscans walk 
around without the special attire of the order, even those who are priests. 
The novice who comes with the motor boat and knocks against the wall 
apparently has difficulty suppressing one of those emphatic curses which 

on occasions such as this so easily pass the lips of South-Slavs. He bareiy 
succeeds. They are strong, good-looking people, the ones who join the order. 
Weaklings are of no use. “Many good Catholic peasant families in Herzego- 
vina,” says a monk from a nearby parsonage, “feel the obligation to give 

one of their sons to the church, and in general we prefer to join the 
Franciscans.” In his parsonaje, he apparently has the youth under “control,” 
he occupies himself with all the people's practical problems, and with the 
cooperation of the entire parish, he has renovated the church. The party 
functionaries make long faces; for years, they have been promising 4 sew 
school building but, because of money shortage, they are not able to keep 
their word. “Turn the thing over to the friar,” they had to hear at the 
meeting. 


Precarious Equilibrium 


The Franciscans’ church monopoly came to an end in Bosnia-Herzegovina in 
1878, when Austrian occupation also established a regular hierarchy. The 

two dioceses Sarajevo and Mostar have, however, remained mission territory. 
there, a sort of precarious equilibrium prevails between bishops and 
Franciscans: “We tolerate them, and they us.” When new parsonages are 
established, the proportional key between Franciscans and priests of the dio- 
cese-clergy must be maintained to the letter. Two years ago, the arch- 
bishop of Sarajevo believed himself strong enough in Kraijeva Sutjeska, in 
the middle of “Franciscan” territory, to occupy 4 new parsonage with a dio- 
cese priest. When he wanted to dedicate the parish church, he was met by 

: people's contingent of faithful with rifles and clubs which blocked access 
to him and to the new priest. We called the militia who, somewhat confused, 
attempted to keep the intra-Christian dispute under control. The communists, 
who otherwise prefer to support the hierarchy rather than the Franciscans 

who have their roots among the peevle, were careful not to take sides. 
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